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Dear Melba Copland Community 

Congratulations on your incredible resilience and sense of community over the course of this year.  It 
has certainly been a tough one and I know that you will all (as I am!) be looking forward to a peaceful 
holiday season.  As you know I have now been a member of this community for only six weeks but 
thanks to your children, the fabulous staff and our families, I feel already as though I belong.  So please 
accept my thanks and deep gratitude for this welcome – I am certainly looking forward to working with 
you all in the coming years. 

As the year comes to a close, I want to give a shout-out to everyone involved in making the special 
events and celebrations so wonderful.  Our formals, graduations and excellence ceremonies have been 
a joy to be part of.  Our sense of collective pride in the achievements of our students has been really 
evident to me and it has been a pleasure to celebrate: 

• Our Year 12 Graduates who now move onto this amazing phase of their lives – as I said at their 
graduation, I know they have all of the tools, skills and attitudes they need to be successful human 
beings and I cannot wait to see what they will achieve 

• Our Year 10 Graduates who are on their way to the ‘college years’ – I look forward to getting to 
know them well and watching as they find their passions and find their pathways to success 

• Our Award Winners who have demonstrated excellence, resilience and commitment to learning and 
community – their achievements are notable and they, like all our students, are filled with so much 
potential – I hope they all rest up and prepare for achieving even more next year! 

2021 will be one of endeavour as we continue to strive to become better and better – the school 
improvement journey never ends and it cannot be undertaken alone.  We will be providing a number of 
opportunities for your input and collaboration in the new year so that we continue to build a school that 
is at the heart of our community and with the needs of our community at heart.  As they say, it takes a 
village to raise a child and I firmly believe it takes a community to build a thriving, exciting and high 
achieving school that meets the needs of every child. 

Thank you for the many messages of support and congratulations to our staff (and keep them coming – 
we definitely love to hear about the positives!)  I wish you all a safe and joyous Christmas. 

Best wishes 

Kerrie Heath 

Principal 

High School Campus Enquiries:  
Conley Drive,  
Melba ACT 2615,  
Phone:   02 6142 0333  
Fax:       02 6142 0343  

Email: info@mcss.act.edu.au  

College Campus Enquiries:  
Copland Drive,  
Melba ACT 2615,  
 
College Fax:  02 6142 0315 
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MCSS Mission 

“MCSS fosters a supportive environment of respect, trust and intercultural understanding. Each 
student is encouraged and challenged to learn, grow and accomplish personal, academic, social 

and vocational excellence.” 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Monday 01 February 2021  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 04 February 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term Dates 2021 
 

 

 

Time High School Campus Time  College Campus 

9.00am Welcome Assembly (GYM) 
Year 7 and New Enrolments 

9.00am Year 11 and New Enrolments - Meet Pastoral 
Care Group Teachers (GYM) 

9.30am Pastoral Care Groups (Timetables) 9.30am Welcome Assembly (Theatre) 
Pastoral Care Groups 

10.00am Timetabled Day Program 10.00am Year 11 Timetabled Program 
New 11/12 Finalise Class Details 

3.00pm Day Finish 3.00pm Day Finish 

Time High School Campus Time  College Campus 

9.00am Assembly (Gym) 
Year 7 - 10 students  

9.00am Year 11/12 - attend room for Pastoral Care 
Groups 

9.10am Year Assemblies 
Pastoral Care Groups 

9.30am Year 12 Assembly (Theatre) All Year 12 
Year 11 Pastoral Care Groups 

10.00am Normal Tuesday Timetable Program 10.00am Normal Tuesday Timetable Program 

3.00pm Day Finish 3.00pm Day Finish 

Term 1 Feb 01  - April 01 : 

Term 2 April 19 - June 25 : 

Term 3 July 12 - Sept 17 : 

Term 4 Oct 05 - Dec  17 : 

Administration: High School Campus 15 Conley Drive, Melba ACT 2615, College Campus 97 Verbrugghen street Melba ACT 2615  
● info@mcss.act.edu.au ● Absences MCSS.StudentServices@ed.act.edu.au 

 ●www.mcss.act.edu.au  ●7–10 Campus T: 614 20333 F: 614 20343 ● 11–12 Campus T: 02 614 20300● F: 02 614 20315 

mailto:info@mcss.act.edu.au
mailto:MCSS.StudentServices@ed.act.edu.au
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Chromebook Management for 2021 
 

Please note the following information relating to device management, this is particularly relevant for 
students transitioning from Year 10 to College. 

Key information 

• Students who remain within the ACT public secondary school system are to keep their allocated 
Chromebook for a period of three years. This includes year 10 students transitioning from an ACT public 
high school to college or students transferring from one ACT public secondary school to another. 
Students keep their devices and take them with them to their new school. 

• Students who leave the ACT public secondary school system (i.e. transfer to an independent sector 
school, move overseas or move interstate) must return their allocated Chromebook to their school 
prior to leaving as per the school's exit process.  

 

 

MCSS School Board  
Nominations in 2021 

 

Membership of the Melba Copland Secondary School Board is a rewarding opportunity to contribute to 
the strategic management of the school and the determination of the school’s future directions in 
collaboration with the Principal. 

In 2021, our School Board will have a number of vacancies for the period of 1 April 2021 until 31 March 
2023. 

• Parent Representative 

• Student Representative – High School 

Nominations will open 11.00am on Monday 1 February 2021 and the Board vacancies listed, Nomination 
forms will be provided at this time.  Any parents or students wishing to nominate can contact the school 
for more information on mcss.bursar@ed.act.edu.au 

Leon Sanft 
Assistant Returning Officer 
 

 

 

 

mailto:mcss.bursar@ed.act.edu.au
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Library  
What a year! Despite shutdown and Covid-19 affecting students’ access to the physical Library earlier this 
year, we have smashed our borrowing growth goals once again. 

MCSS students are highly engaged readers, borrowers, and users of the High School Library space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading is definitely not a competition, and our students read in so many modalities that we can’t track, 
however, it’s always nice to recognise students who are frequent borrowers at MCSS and many students 
over the past few weeks have received certificates to celebrate their impressive borrowing numbers.  

Our top borrowers in the school for 2020 were: 

 

 

 

 

 

A reminder to make sure that all overdue books have now been returned. Students with no outstanding 
loans are very welcome to stock up on books to borrow over the summer holidays. All summer holiday 
loans are due back on the first day of school in 2021. 

Wishing you all a safe and book-filled holiday break! 

High School Library Staff 

 

Student Voice Forum’s  
MCSS has continued supporting the Capital Region Community 
Services (CRCS) Giving Tree for the second year. The Student 
Voice Forum decked out the High School Campus Front Office, 
purchasing our own tree for the school community to place their 
donations under. We kindly received a very generous amount of 
donations and so would like to say a BIG thank you to all those who 
gave. For many, the holidays can be a difficult time. Your gifts will 
be packaged into family hampers by CRCS and given to our local 
Belconnen community to make this festive season a little brighter.  

1 Izaac H. (Year 7) with 145 loans 6 Dante W. (Year 8) with 81 loans 

2 Becky B. (Year 7) with 130 loans 7 (tie) Kathleen I. (Year 7) with 75 loans 

3 Ellie S. (Year 9) with 107 loans 7 (tie) Megan L. (Year 7) with 75 loans 

4 Monique G. (Year 7) with 88 loans 9 Jacob C. (Year 7) with 64 loans 

5 Rineha Y. (Year 8) with 87 loans 10 Suzie B. (Year 7) with 56 loans 
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Science 

College Science – IB very busy at this time of the year! 

Whilst other college students may be enjoying their holidays at this stage in the year, the International 
Baccalaureate programme in the Group 4 Sciences has been go…go…go!  We have been getting sticky, 
getting juicy and pumping out oxygen at a great rate (depending on the pH and the temperature, of 
course!).  What is happening in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program at the MCSS College 
Campus? Well, the short answer is “a lot”!  The longer answer in the Science department is 10 hours with 
experiments organised by our IB students and overseen by their teachers.  These are known as Internal 
Assessments (IAs) or the individual investigations and the science students need to complete one IA for 
each of the Sciences in which they are taking a certificate for the International Baccalaureate programme.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Biology, Robert was investigating how changing the pH influenced the effectiveness of catalase (an 
enzyme present in liver) on the rate of a chemical reaction.   

In Chemistry, he was investigating the effect of temperature on the rate of evolution of oxygen in a 
particular chemical reaction.  Lots of bubbles of oxygen and a few surprises.  It may look like beer, but it 
sure smelt like liver! 

The Internal Assessment - The individual investigation 
 
The Internal Assessment is assessed by means of a single extended practical experiment, which the 
students carry out and write reports on. The new assessment model uses five criteria to assess the final 
report of the individual investigation with the following raw marks and weightings assigned.  The students 
come up with their own research question and design an investigation which explores this and the 
hypotheses stemming from the research question.  There is a lot of critical thinking involved and planning 
and hard work, but it is great to see the students setting up their own experiments, collecting and 
analysing their data. 
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In Chemistry, Lily was investigating the Vitamin C content of their homegrown blackberries.  She was 
interested in investigating the conditions which seem to retain the most Vitamin C and therefore those in 
which the Vitamin C content seemed to diminish… Some ‘berry’ interesting findings! 

In Physics, Justin was using lasers of different wavelengths, to investigate how the density of a sugar 
solution affects the refractive index.  That was sticky stuff! 

 

We are really pleased with the effort and ideas coming from our International Baccalaureate students.  It is 
not easy to turn around at this end of the year and produce an experiment which ‘ticks all the boxes’.  They 
will submit their drafts before the end of the school year for feedback from their teachers.  Things are 
looking very promising with their projects this year. 

 

Mrs Jenny Batt 

(Teacher of Biology, Chemistry & Flight – MCSS College Campus) 
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MCSS Wellbeing Year Groups 
Year 7/8  

Another year complete, with some great results throughout the year. The year 7-8 students have 
embraced their abilities and pushed themselves to continue to learn and develop their skills in a safe and 
supportive environment. They have managed to set and reach their goals throughout the year with support 
from their peers, year team and teachers. 

The year 7-8 Student Voice Forum members have done an excellent job by coming up with innovative 
ways we can continue to improve the school experience in our community, and this will continue with our 
new SVF members in 2021.  

The students have enjoyed engaging in their electives and enrichment classes this year, participating in a 
wide variety of activities giving the students practical new skills and knowledge. We are looking forward to 
continuing to work with the students as they grow and develop into the future. We would like to give a big 
thank you to all MCSS families for your continued support. 

We look forward to working with you next year as the students continue their educational journey with us. 
We wish everyone a very happy and safe holiday period and look forward to seeing all the students again 
next year.  

Warmest regards & happy holidays,  

The Year 7/8 Wellbeing Team 

Year 7 Coordinator:  
Ms Ashley Jones - Ashley.Jones@ed.act.edu.au  

Year 8 Coordinator:  
Mr Luke Parker - Luke.Parker@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 7/8 Wellbeing Executive:  
Mr Matthew Colbran - Matthew.Colbran@ed.act.edu.au  

 

Year 9 and 10   

It has been celebratory end of year for our Year 10s with the Graduation, Formal and Farewell Assembly. 
Congratulations to all students on reaching the end of their High School years. The Graduation and 
Formal were a great success. Students and teachers had an enormous amount of fun; dancing, singing, 
posing, eating and drinking. It was a beautiful shared moment to be remembered for years to come. At the 
Farewell Assembly Steph Morris overcame some nerves and gave a fantastic rendition of Glitter in the Air 
by Pink. 
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Congratulations must also be given to our DUX Carmina who managed to achieve 7 A’s out of 8 subjects. 
A remarkable accomplishment demonstrating her all-round abilities. Carmina also received an Excellence 
award along with Emily Briggs and Tenzin Dalha. 

Pictured: Carmina and Principal Kerrie Heath 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There have also been successes outside of the classroom. Many students have participated in work 
experience, SPARKS programs and some have worked in VLO’s. Congratulations to Oliver Biden, who 
after completing a work experience placement, was offered an apprenticeship in Construction.  

In year 9 news, candidates recently presented both entertaining and persuasive speeches in a bid for the 
role of School Captain. We are pleased to announce our School Captains for 2021 are Heidi Janssen and 
Zakaria Thoumaki. Congratulations! 

Pictured: Heidi Janssen and Zakaria Thoumaki 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 have begun their Personal Project journey, and many already have clear goals in place. The 
project exhibition will be at the end of term 2 next year and we encourage students to continue thinking 
and developing their ideas over the break. 

The wellbeing team wish everyone a relaxing and enjoyable holiday! 

The Year 9/10 Wellbeing Team 

Year 9 Coordinator:  
Ms Chapman-Smith - Belinda.Chapman-Smith@ed.act.edu.au   
 
Year 10Coordinator: 
Mr Kyle Mitchell - Kyle.Mitchell@ed.act.edu.au 

Year 9/10 Wellbeing Executive:  

Mr Adriano Di Crescenzo - Adriano.dicrescenzo@ed.act.edu.au   
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Year 11 

As we head towards the end of 2020, I am mindful of the unique struggles and celebrations this year has 
brought us. I am proud of the effort, resilience and kindness shown by our year 11 cohort and proud to 
have worked with such a wonderful group. Our students have transitioned to College and faced these 
challenges well, always looking forward. Some have changed their goals and packages and found new 
future paths to follow. I hope these holidays bring rest and rejuvenation to students and families as we 
prepare for the year ahead, Year 12. 
 
Congratulations to our College Captains: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Rest well and keep safe.  
 
Year 11 Coordinator: 

Ms Barbara Drummond - Barbara.Drummond@ed.act.edu.au  

Year 11/12 Wellbeing Executive 
Ms Yasmin Noonan -  Yasmin.Noonan@ed.act.edu.au  

 

Year 12 

Our Year 12 formal was held on Tuesday, December 1 with great success. It was great to see the 
students dance, eat and enjoy themselves during the evening. With COVID-19 restrictions, we were 
fortunate that we were able to stage the event and even more fortunate that we were able to issue more 
tickets than originally thought. It was a way for the staff and students to kick off their shoes, let their hair 
down and have a fun night. We also had the Year 12 farewell breakfast, on the Friday before the formal. 
This gives the teachers and staff the opportunity to cater for our Year 12 students as a way to say how 
much we appreciated all the hard work and effort that goes into completing a Year 12 Certificate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Year 12 Graduation, was held at 11:30 on Wednesday, December 16. This will be our Year 12’s final 
school event and I would personally like to congratulate our students on successfully completing their 
schooling. I also want to thank the parents, carers and loved ones who have supported our students and 
our school throughout their MCSS journey. I wish all our Year 12 students all the very best in their future 
endeavours. 
 

Year 12 Coordinator: 
Ms Laura Defalco - Laura.defalco@ed.act.edu.au  

Year 11/12 Wellbeing Executive  

Ms Yasmin Noonan -  Yasmin.Noonan@ed.act.edu.au  

Ellie McInnes  Lachlan Wise  Jessica Lynch  Rohan Jones  
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MCSS Sport 
 

Term 4 2020 Health and Physical Education (HPE) Newsletter 

2020 began with the annual MCSS Big Splash Swimming Carnival introducing Pool Life Saving 
Competition events and culminating with ACT School sporting competitions and our very own MCSS High 
School ISO Athletics Carnival. This has kept our junior PE classes extremely busy and focused for Term 4 
with excellent participation across all classes. Mixed in, Year 7 have completed execution of the pilot 
National Orienteering unit with outstanding results and superb engagement. We hope towards the end of 
the year we can pull together the learning concepts for a class versus class Orienteering Relay challenge. 
There will also be the opportunity for keen students to select Orienteering as an end of year activity where 
individuals and teams of two will battle it out for one last ‘hurrah’!!  

Throughout term 4, year 7 & 8 have been focused on skill development and application in eleven track 
and field discipline events, no small feat! Combined with the practical delivery of knowledge and time to 
practise and perfect, assessment associated with the 7-week Athletics unit covered MYP A, C & D 
(knowledge & understanding, applying, and performing, reflecting, and improving). Students were required 
to complete four small weekly disciplinary literacy knowledge acquisition tasks (MYP A), record personal 
results in their Mini Olympic Passport Booklets (MYP C) and finally they were guided on how to reflect on 
their skill development, strengths and weaknesses and areas for future improvement (MYP D). 
Participation overall was very positive with many a PB being registered during class practice sessions and 
the ISO Athletics carnival events in weeks 6 & 7.  

Year 9 have not been allowed to rest on their laurels, term 4 has been busier than ever. They began the 
term with short sharp mini Athletics unit, moving straight into their final Physical Literacy unit – Harm 
Minimisation –“Safe Partying” and are currently finalising their last major assessment pieces - small group 
peer coaching and lesson plan reflections in Sports Education in Physical Education (SEPEP). 

For Year 10 PE streams (Outdoor Ed, Fitness & Sport & Recreation) students have been engaged in a 
combination of Orienteering course design and evaluations, personalised fitness program design and 
implementation/reflections and the delivery of peer mini event competitions and evaluations. With the 
lifting of COVID restrictions, day excursions were permitted. This created an opportunity for Keegan 
Matthews and Andrew Hiscocks to organise and conduct the Year 10 coastal trip on Tuesday 17 

November.  

A BIG ‘shout out’ to our 2020 community partnership sporting clubs, coaches and businesses supporting 
the sporting ambitions and passion of our young people’s in 2020. 

• Sport Australia - Sporting Schools Grant funding supports MCSS to delivery high quality junior sport 
skill development programs. 

• Rebel Sport Belconnen (Community Giveback Program) 
• RHSports (Annual MCSS Junior Athlete of the Year Award) 
• Buffalo Sports (Annual MCSS Senior Athlete of the Year Award)  
• Rowing Australian – Ron Batt (junior beginner rowing program) 
• Dragons Volleyball – Dean, Ben, Charlotte, and Emily (junior and senior Volleyball program) 
• Gungahlin Basketball – Clare Gallon (Friday Basketball coaching program) 
• OnTheLine Tennis Melba Tennis Club – Owen Peemoeller (MCSS Tennis Coaching Development) 
• ACT Orienteering – Stephen Goggs, Susanne Harrysson and Andrew Cummingthon (Pilot program 

community coaches) 

School Sport is BACK!!  

After a long break from sport due to COVID 19 students were keen to get in full swing, with restrictions. 
MCSS representative teams for term 4 were: 

Volleyball 

Seven volleyball teams. The seniors played at the National Hockey Centre at Lyneham while the junior 
boys played in a round robin series at Brindabella Christian College. A big thanks to Ben and Charlotte 
from Dragons Volleyball and Jade from the College Campus who helped with coaching. 
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Tennis 

Twenty students at the Tennis participation day at the National Tennis centre in 
October. 

Rowing 

Twenty-five students (photos below) took part in the National Indoor Rowing Championships at MCSS in 
October. 

 

 

 

 

 

Badminton 

Junior Badminton Team – Eight students attended the ACT School Sport Badminton day at the ANU. The 
students had a lot of fun participating in singles, doubles, and mixed doubles. They played with great 
tenacity, perseverance and displayed admirable sportsmanship as Melba Copland representatives. Well 
done team. 

 

MCSS Swimming Carnival & Pool Lifesaving Championships 

The 2020 MCSS Swimming Carnival focused on participation and House spirit. Partnering with Royal Life 
Saving ACT, MCSS was the first high school to introduce modified Pool Lifesaving Sport events, and 
gamified CPR activities (Laerdal QCPR Race) to their annual program.  2020 also saw a trial of year 
group races/events instead of the more traditional 'age group' classification in a bid to raise general 
participation. The combination proved successful with an increase of 30% on event participation from 
more recent years. MCSS hopes to continue to grow Pool Lifesaving Championship events in 2021. 

MCSS ISO Athletics Carnival  

Participation, House Sprit, Pure Grit made a full comeback in 2020 term 4. And the WINNER IS….Year 7 

and 8 (and the PE faculty of course  ). While this proved to be an intensive method of running an 
Athletics carnival, participation across all events was undeniably high. After two intensive weeks of 
continuous Athletics Carnival events in PE classes, all results are entered. The PE staff would like to 
thank all staff for their tolerance of students struggling and straggling into their classes late, hot, flustered, 
sweaty and all pepped up from the level of competition and personal success.  

House points: Gulara – 993; Allunga – 768; Guli – 688 and Warroo – 673 
 

Year 9 ISO Athletics Age Champions  

 

 

 

14yrs Female  
Age Champion  

Maxine Geier (28) 
Jessica He (28) 

14yrs Female  
Runner-up 

Olivia King (24) 

14yrs Male  
Age Champion  

Brendan Trindall (44) 

14yrs Male  
Runner-up 

Jack Fras-Havelberg (26) 

15yrs Male  
Age Champion  

Hugo Hamilton (32) 

16yrs Male  
Age Champion  

Woraphat (Moss) Jaemsri (41) 
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2020 MCSS School Sport Award recipients  

Badminton 

 

 

 

 

 

Hannah Lietch           Kesten Dyson         Jack McEvoy 
Best & Fairest           Best & Fairest         Most Improved 
 

Netball          Rock Climbing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Rugby League 9’s      Tennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Touch Football 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caitlin McCreedy           Awok Akoi Daley Hartig 

Best & Fairest  Most Improved Most Improved 

Hugo Hamilton  Brandon Hopps           Thomas Aldonca   Brodie Hartshorn       George Dalgleish 

Best & Fairest  Best & Fairest  Most Improved Best & Fairest  Best & Fairest 

Awak Akoi                               Ryan Doherty                         Oscar Hogan Jonathan Drakalski              Makaila Sweet Brooke Lipponen                  

Best & Fairest                       Best & Fairest                       Best & Fairest                       Most Improved Most Improved Best & Fairest                       
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Volleyball 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2020 RHSports MCSS Junior Sports Star of the Year – Brodie Hartshorn 

Brodie is a quiet achiever who always makes himself available to assist his peers and 
staff. Brodie displays the true qualities of ‘sportsperson ship’ and determination in his 
application to PE, his position within the MCSS Talented Athlete Program and 
representative MCSS School Sport teams (Tennis and Rock Climbing). In 2020 Brodie 
was the only junior member of the finalist MCSS TAP Academy Schools Obstacle Course 
Challenge team. Runner-up 14 Years Age Champion at the MCSS 2020 Swimming 
Carnival, 14 Years Age Champion 2020 MCSS ISO Athletics Carnival. 

 

2020 Buffalo Sports MCSS Senior Sports Star of the Year – Emily Briggs 

New to MCSS mid-term 1 2020 Emily has represented MCSS in high school and college 
teams (AFL, Netball, Rugby, and Touch Football). Emily quickly proved herself an asset 
on and off the field. Emily eagerly offered her assistance as an assistant coach of junior 
teams with confidence. A humble role model. Emily flourished as a member of the 2020 
TAP program where again her positive attitude and energy again highlighted what a 
capable athlete and ‘role model’ she is.   

 

MCSS HPE continuously provide staff and visiting colleagues 
from across the ACT with opportunities to undertake current, 
targeted PD. 

Each session allows staff to remain up to date with relevant 
technique tips and game sense teaching tools while retaining TQI 
currency. 

Big thank you to Coach Voulany. 

Yours in Sport Health and Physical Education 

A/g SLC - Joy Terry, Keegan Matthews, Andrew Hiscocks, Madeleine Light, Matthew Colbran, 
Shelley Bradshaw, Drew Southwell & Ado Di Crescenzo. (Hudson Shaw in support). 

Jorja Munday                          Regan Munday                         Ryu Nguyen                              Joseph Shim 

Best & Fairest Best & Fairest Best & Fairest Best & Fairest 

Rajbir Singh                              Aaliyah Abideen                        Tyreece Ryan  

Most Improved                       Most Improved                       Most Improved                       
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Humanities  
High School 

As this is the last newsletter article for the year, the Humanities would like to thank all our wonderful 
students for the hard work and dedication that they have demonstrated all year. We as teachers, often 
discuss the amazing conversations, creativity and work that is submitted or presented in the classroom. 
Some of the amazing work can be echoed in a recent short story competition that is organised by the ACT 
Association for the Teaching of English, and was established in 2008 in cooperation with Paperchain 
Bookstore, Manuka called LitLinks. The focus of the competition is short stories in any genre. All entries 
must be original works and unpublished. The following students received Achievement awards in the 
competition; Rachel Hough, Zackary Kilian, Jasmine Vikan, Lizzy Wilding, Pia Wursag and Ellie Sanders. 

I personally would also like to thank all the dedication and hard work that our teachers have provided 
throughout a ‘unusual’ year that we have just seen in 2020, especially with the remote learning due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. I would like to thank Ms Cynthia Harris, our fabulous French teacher who joined us 
in partnership with Miles Franklin, who did an amazing job but unfortunately will be leaving us at the end of 
the year. I am sorry to see two of our long-standing wonderful teachers, Tomoko Honda (teacher of 
Japanese) and Melissa Easterby (teacher of Humanities) who will be finishing up their teaching careers in 
2020. I would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all their fantastic work and dedication to the 
school for many years. Their experience, friendship and caring attitude towards our students will be greatly 
missed.  

All of us in Humanities wish all of our school community families a happy and safe holidays and look 
forward to seeing you all in 2021. 

 

College 

LitLinks is a creative writing competition open to all ACT school students in Years 7-12. The short stories 
word count should be in the range of 500-1,500 words. 

Two year 11 students received Achievement Awards in the 2020 LitLinks competition, for their short 
stories ‘A Flogging’ by Robert White and ‘Playing a Final’ by Lachlan Wise (pictured below). Students 
were inspired to write these stories, in response to studies of the French author Guy de Maupassant in 
Literature. 

The LitLinks competition will be held again in 2021 – students are encouraged to start writing over the 
holidays, and look out for entry details next year at MCSS in term 3! 

 

 

Lachlan Wise  
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Careers 
Careers High School and College wrap up for 2020 

Considering the circumstances and challenges this year, most of our ASbA students were able to continue 
at their employers through COVID and have either completed their ASbA or are continuing on with it next 
year for current year 10 and 11 students. Others were able to convert to full time employment. 

We were able to send many students from both High School and College out on various Work Experience 
placements with three of our students securing full-time employment from their Host employers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quite a few of our tertiary students have had early offers from university which means they can start 
planning for next year. Other students will be going to CIT studying a range of courses. We have helped 
many of our students with their applications for both university and CIT. 

Free JobTrainer 

JobTrainer offers free (yes, you read that right!!) vocational education and training to young people (17 to 
24 years, who have finished school), and job seekers across Canberra in areas of employment growth. 

This is one of the ways the ACT Government is supporting jobs and the economy during COVID-19. 

JobTrainer will deliver approximately 3,500 training places in key industries and occupations that are in 
demand in the ACT.  

For more information, and to see what courses are available go to the following website 
 https://www.skills.act.gov.au/JobTrainer  

This is a great opportunity for our year 12 school leavers. 
 

Year 9 College taster workshops 

On Wednesday 9 December, the Transition and Careers team facilitated College taster workshops for the 
year 9 cohort at the College Campus. The Taster workshops gave the year 9 students a chance to 
experience college classes to get them thinking about subject selections for 2022. Next year there will be 
Headstart courses running at the College to give Year 10s an opportunity to participate in college classes.  

All students engaged well. Some classes on offer were Sociology and Psychology, Business and Legal, 
Physics, History and Philosophy, Photography and Media, and Sport and Recreation. 

 

 

 

 

Liberty Foster at her Business Administration 
work experience placement 

 Joel Foster at his Work 
Experience placement at 

Kokonut Pacific 

Caitlin Grubb at her Work 
Experience Placement at 
Majura Veterinary Clinic 

https://www.skills.act.gov.au/JobTrainer


MCSS  NEWSLETTER -    16 

 

Sociological simulation 

Physics class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psychology class on the Stroop Effect 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport and Recreation class 

Given the year we have had we are very proud of our teams accomplishments and hard work 

 

Reconnect with your family 

Over the Christmas break when the family is a bit more relaxed it is a good time to talk to your children 
regardless of their age about their futures. Talk to them about their interests and how they can pursue 
them further. A good website to look at is https://myfuture.edu.au/. This website has a section for parents 
and carers as well as career profiling, careers bullseyes- occupations associated with subjects as well as 
information on industries and occupations. There is a search button for you to type in. It is really easy to 
use, and has lots of information on careers. Discuss the difference between a Hobby and a Career. 
Sometimes they can be both but they don’t have to be. Discuss some of the things you like or dislike about 
your job. 

If your child is old enough, have they thought about part time/casual employment. Working part time while 
at school has many advantages for a young person. It teaches them about finance and budgeting. Gives 
them some much sort after independence along with the responsibility to go with it. Remember you are 
still the parent and will need to make it very clear that they are still at school and during school terms it is 
not advised for students to work more than 10-12 hours per week. That on top of their 30 hours of 
schooling is more than sufficient so as not to burn them out. 

We hope you and your family enjoy each others company over the break and we look forward to seeing 
fresh faces next year. 

 

Careers Team 

https://myfuture.edu.au/
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Art & Design  
2020 concludes another exciting year in Arts and Design. We no doubt have had a memorable year, but 
there has still been much to celebrate, particularly in term 4. Check out what we have been up to below! 
 
Arts Showcase 
 
Combining our performing arts talent with students participating in the MCSS Regional Arts Program from 
Evatt, Miles Franklin, and Mount Rogers Primary School, this term our Arts Showcase was filmed. It was a 
big day, but all students remained enthusiastic and there was a general buzz about the cohort. Thank you 
to all students for your hard work and commitment to this year’s Arts Showcase! 
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Media 
 
Year 8 Media students extended their skills this year by becoming Photoshop masters as well as diving 
into the world of vector drawing with Illustrator. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Music and Band 
 
The Year 8 and 9 Music students continued developing their skills on one or more instruments, as well as 
learnt to write their own music, and broaden their understanding of the role of music as an art form and a 
cultural activity. All students in Music were given opportunities to perform in class, with a sample 
participating in the Arts Showcase, including our Concert Band. 
 

 
 
 
Woodwork and Metalwork 
The workshops welcomed a new and fantastic machine, a laser cutter, and we are all looking forward to 
integrating it into our projects. Students are busily working on their projects, putting their finishing touches 
before the school year ends. 
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Visual Art 
 
MCSS artists have been developing their skills and have produced some impressive works. They studied 
various artists, completed self-portraits, and learnt about cultural astronomy and Aboriginal cultural beliefs. 
We are proud to share with you a sample of their creative designs. 
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Applications from Textiles 

 

Year 7 ,8 , 9 and 10 Textiles students continued developing their skills in embroidery, fabric decorating  
and quilting. 

Year 7 pencil cases 

Year 8 graffiti art bags and Year 9 fabric decorating – screen printing 

 

Year 10 quilting projects 
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The  
2020 Yearbook 

has  
SOLD OUT 


