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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Dear Families, Students and Community Members
Thank you!
Firstly, I must thank you all for the incredibly warm welcome to the wonderful Melba Copland Secondary
School. Everywhere I go students approach me to welcome me, introduce themselves and offer to help
me if I need it. Staff have been warm and open and have given me a clear message that they care
about their students and this school and are keen to work collaboratively to support school
improvement. Parents and carers have contacted me and shared their strong sense of confidence in
our school and have offered their support. I could not feel more fortunate to be the Principal of this
school.
A little about me
I have recently been working as Clinical Associate Professor at the University of Canberra, teaching in
undergraduate and post-graduate education units, convening the Master of Education degree and
establishing the UC Affiliated Schools Partnership. I have been the Principal of Campbell High and
Dickson College as well as holding leadership roles in the directorate. I hold a Bachelor of Arts in
English and Politics (UNSW@ADFA), a Graduate Diploma in Secondary Education (UC), a Master of
Education in Curriculum (DEAKIN) and a Graduate Certificate in Public Policy (ANU). I am currently
undertaking a PhD. I am dedicated to life-long learning (although sometimes my family wish I wasn’t
QUITE so dedicated!)
I am also the mother of four children and two dogs and two cats. For relaxation I read (everything and
anything but especially fantasy and crime); love the beach and bushwalking and am a bit of a tragic
binger of crime television series (so if you have a crime that needs solving please ask as I am pretty
much the expert )
Consulting and collaborating
I believe that every single student in our school is the most important student and that they are part of a
family who are equally important. I am committed to working in partnership with families to support our
children to achieve their best. I believe that teachers in the classroom make the most significant
difference at school, to our children’s learning and that part of my job is to support them to be the best
they can be. Over the coming weeks I will be meeting with staff, students and families to hear about
your ideas, aspirations and recommendations for our ongoing improvement journey.
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Please keep an eye out for these meeting times and also for a short questionnaire through which I hope to
hear from many of you!
I look forward to meeting you and to working with you and your children. Once again, thank you for your
welcome and support of our school.
Best wishes
Kerrie Heath

Kerrie Heath

Lee Pietrukowski

Jesse Sidhu

Gai Britt

Principal

Associate Principal

Associate Principal

Associate Principal

Online eSafety Resources for Families of Young People
The Office of the eSafety Commissioner provides advice and support to all Australians in understanding
how to be safe in the online world. To support your young person to navigate their digital world and avoid
harmful online experiences, the following information can assist you in having the hard-to-have
conversations about online safety and setting boundaries.
Your support and guidance can give your young person the confidence to make sound decisions online –
and know where to go for help when they need support or advice.
Be engaged, open and supportive
•

Get involved. Share online time with your young person as a part of family life. Talk about favourite
apps, games, and websites.

•

Keep lines of communication open. Ask about their online experiences, who they are talking to and
whether they are having any issues.

Reassure your young person they can always come to you, no matter what. Let them know you will not
cut off internet access if they report feeling uncomfortable or unsafe when online – this is a real
•

concern that may stop your child from communicating with you openly.

•

Get to know the devices you and your young person use and set them up for privacy and online safety.

•

Use parental controls as appropriate to set boundaries.

•

If you feel your young person needs support, please maintain contact with your school so you can work
together to support them. Seek professional help if your young person is distressed or shows marked
changes in behaviour or mood, remembering that organisations such as Kids’ Helpline and Beyond
Blue can help.

•

If you feel your young person is in immediate danger or at risk of harm, call Triple Zero (000) and stay
with them until they are safe.

You can find additional information and resources at the Office of the eSafety Commissioner to support
you and your young person.
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IMPORTANT DATES
•

•

•

•

•

Thursday 5 November
- Year 7 Immunisations

Friday 27 November
- College handback Year 11 & 12 (9:30am 12pm)

•

Friday 6 November
- ACT Rock Climbing Championships

Tuesday 1 December
- Year 12 Formal – "College Campus"

•

Wednesday 11 November
- Targeted Support Transition mornings 9am
to 11am

Wednesday 2 December
- Year 10 Graduation and Formal College
Campus Theatre

•

Wed 11 to Fri 13 November
- Year 10 Testing

Friday 4 December
- Year 10 Breakfast & Farewell

•

Tuesday 8 December
- Yr7-9 & 11 Awards Presentation 3:30pm 5:30pm

•

Wednesday 9 December
- Year 9 College Workshops 9am - 11am

•

Friday 11 December
- Year 6 Orientation Day College Campus

•

Wednesday 16 December
- Year 12 Graduation College Theatre 10am

•

Friday 18 December
- Last day term

•

Tuesday 17 November
- 7/8 Girls Touch

•

Wednesday 18 November
-Targeted Support Transition mornings

•

Tuesday 24 November
- Last day of College Classes Year 11 & 12

•

Wednesday 25 November
- Board Meeting

MCSS Mission
“MCSS fosters a supportive environment of respect, trust and intercultural understanding. Each
student is encouraged and challenged to learn, grow and accomplish personal, academic, social
and vocational excellence.”

Library
High School
On October 20 the HS Library celebrated International School Library Day. This is a day to celebrate all
the ways that school libraries add to their communities.
We are fortunate at MCSS to have two beautiful, well-resourced libraries that service our school
community.
Our students are also in an excellent position due to us
having qualified staff in our libraries. New research by the
Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER)
reveals schools with a qualified teacher librarian are more
likely to have improved student literacy outcomes (https://
www.acer.org/au/discover/article/teacher-librarians-linked-to
-improved-student-literacy ). This research mirrors the many
other international studies which show that having a
qualified teacher librarian improves student literacy
outcomes.
Staff and students participated in a ‘Famous Book Quote
Quiz’ competition at lunchtime and received bookmarks to
celebrate the day.
High School Library Staff
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Book Week at the college

College

Theme: Science Fiction vs Fantasy
Book Week, held in week 12 at the college, started off on Monday with a whole college PC quiz via
Student Services.
Our six winning PC groups, with 100% correct answers, belonged to Vandana, Jason, Annie, Laura,
Sally and Peter. Well done PC groups!
Congratulations also to Sam Sawade year 12, and Rebecca Batt year 7, our winning short story writers.
Every day during Book Week there were competitions in the library, including quizzes and word searches,
as well as matching movies with books.
On Wednesday students and staff had fun dressing up as their favourite book characters or showing off
their favourite Sci Fi reads.

We hope you enjoy reading your next Science Fiction or Fantasy books from our library collection.
As Dr Suess reminds us,
“You can find magic wherever you look.
Sit back and relax, all you need is a book.”
A big thank you from the Humanities Faculty for your enthusiastic participation in Book Week.
College Library Staff
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MCSS Primary Magellan Program 2020
Despite the changes and restrictions this year, nothing could stop the learning of the Year 5 and 6
students in the Primary Magellan program this year! Students from Miles Franklin, Mt Rogers, Evatt,
Charnwood-Dunlop and Fraser primary schools joined MCSS again each Friday to explore the Maths and
Sciences. The aim of the program is to provide a pathway program of extension STEM learning, as part of
the CSIRO STEM in Schools program – with the volunteer help of teaching from Dr John Rogers, ANU.
This year, students studied maths topics such as prime, perfect numbers, ratios, binary and cracking
codes! Forensics and Earth Sciences were also explored by learning the techniques of forensics and how
to solve a crime. The students also discovered the science behind music with Mr McLean. Our earth
science studies were rocketed with the teaching from Dr John on fossils and the history of earth’s
formation.

These studies were complemented by our final excursion to Geoscience in week 13 to discover natural
hazards such as the causes of earthquakes, tsunamis and exploring the National Rock and Mineral
collection (including touching NASA’s rock fragment from the Moon!) Our excursion also included a visit to
the heritage site of the State Circle Cutting near Parliament House – evidence of the earth’s history in our
region.
We thank Dr John Rogers for his incredible volunteer work again at MCSS in 2020.
Mitchell McLean and Sally Harriden – MCSS Primary Magellan Coordinators

Humanities
High School
Languages
Congratulations go to Kailani Oakman (Year 8) and Jasmine
Vikan (Year 7) for excellent results in the ACT French Poetry
Reading Competition. Jasmine was awarded First Place from
among the Year 7 entries and Kailani was awarded Second
Place from among the Year 8 entries. The French Poetry
Reading Competition is highly contested; students who win
read with excellent pronunciation throughout the whole
recording.
Reading poetry in an additional language takes courage and
dedication to practice, so for all of the students who entered:
Félicitations et bon travail!

Kailani Oakman

Jasmine Vikan
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Individuals and societies
Our Year 9 students are learning about World War 1 and Dr Albert Palazzo the Director of War Studies at
the Australian Army Research Centre came in to speak to them on the 22 October.
It was an excellent and informative talk and our students heard all about the misconceptions of World War
1. Our students asked many questions and those that did received a booklet on military strategies. Our
Year 10 students are currently study Business and economics and are completing exercises aimed at
preparing them for their exams in week five.

Language and literature
This term students have begun their respective studies in each of the year groups. Year 7 have continued
with their library lessons and we are glad to see that they are borrowing books and enjoy the world of
Literature.
Year 10 students are beginning to prepare for the exams in week 5.
Mr Dunn High School Humanities SLC

College Campus
In Modern Languages (Spanish, French, Chinese, Japanese and Indonesian) students have completed
their research tasks on topics concerning education, politics, and culture.
Students across the Accredited English courses formed creative responses to dramatic texts last term and
are currently completing their final investigating task on making connections through comparison of texts
such as films and short stories.
In Tertiary English and Literature courses, students are currently studying the dramatic work of Henrik
Ibsen and the novel writing of Laura Esquivel, to investigate styles of writing and media to portray key
themes such as identity and culture.
In Contemporary English, students are currently conducting oral presentations in class, investigating a
topic of their choice.
In Performing Arts, students are preparing for their ‘Brecht’ style group performance in Week 14 and
Dance Foundations performances in weeks 14-15. The Music class are currently finalising their
composition of music from the 1970s and 1980s. All classes have been very busy and committed to
polishing their tasks and working in groups to achieve their outcomes.
In Pre-Modern History, students are looking at the ‘Golden Ages’ in Europe and developing an inquiry
question in relation to a topic of their choice to create an oral presentation to the class. In Modern History,
more recent events such as post World War 2 and the rise of the Cold War are being investigated in a
research essay task.
Sally Harriden
A/g College Humanities SLC
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Literacy
Book Week 2020
Last Week was book week at MCSS. The Literacy team and Language and Literature teachers ran
activities during the Week to celebrate our role in teaching and to promote literacy.
This year the theme was Science Fiction vs Fantasy: Where do you escape?
The following activities took place around the school:
Booked Out:
On Monday period one and Friday period 5 of Book Week, the
High School Campus stopped and read silently across all Faculty
areas for 30 minutes. Students either brought a favourite book to
read from home or teachers accessed a book box made up
especially from the library for their classes. Seeing the whole
school engaged in silent reading was a testament to the culture of
our school.

Dress up as your favourite book character:
On the Wednesday of Book Week staff and students
came to school dressed as their favourite character from
a book. This year we had more students than ever
dressing up and getting into the spirit of the week.

Six Word Short Story Winners

Writers Workshop
On Friday a group of students participated in a writer’s workshop. Teachers ran creative writing activities
in the school library. All students who participated in the workshop enjoyed an enriching day and came
away with many wonderful ideas to enhance, extend and develop their own creative writing.
Best Dressed Winners
Year 7: Megan Lawler
Year 8: Kailani Oakman & Molly Gifford
Year 9: Alex Greenup & Si'an Bennett-McDowell
Year 10: Zia McGuire
The Literacy Team
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MCSS Wellbeing Year Groups
Year 7/8
With term 4 in full swing and school holidays seeming so close but so far away we need to pause and take
a moment to reflect.
It has been a busy year with many fantastic achievements in the areas of sport, the Arts, academic
progress and community events.
The Year 7 and 8 Wellbeing Team would like to challenge all students to make one last effort with all
formative and summative tasks. It’s important for students to manage their assessment schedule and
check in with teachers regarding areas of uncertainty.
The tables below list the summative assessment tasks for:

Year 7

Subject
Language and Literature:
Consumer Culture

Language and Literature:
Literature of Other Lands

Mathematics

Sciences

Individuals and Societies

Summative Task

Due Date

Advertisement Analysis

Week 5

Advertisement Presentation

Week 7

Writing Task

Week 4

Essay

Week 7

Interdisciplinary Unit
Assignment with Science

Week 3

Probability and Statistics test

Week 7

Animal Behaviour Investigation
writing a Scientific Report on Pill
Bugs

Week 4

Term 4 Biology Exam

Week 7

Place and Liveability Oral
Presentation

Week 5

Business and Economics Test

Week 7
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Year 8
Subject

Summative Task

Due Date

Language and Literature

Translation, Performance and
Analysis Task

Week 7

Mathematics

Statistics and Probability test

Week 4

Geometry in class investigation

Week 7

Thermal Energy Practical Report

Week 6

Term 4 Physics Exam

Week 7

Megacity Reflective Task

Week 4

Sciences

Individuals and Societies

As always, the Year 7/8 Wellbeing Team is available to support your student and look forward to
speaking with you about any questions, comments or concerns you may have.
The Year 7/8 Wellbeing Team
Year 7 Coordinator:
Ms Ashley Jones - Ashley.Jones@ed.act.edu.au
Year 8 Coordinator:
Mr Luke Parker - Luke.Parker@ed.act.edu.au
Year 7/8 Wellbeing Executive:
Mr Matthew Colbran - Matthew.Colbran@ed.act.edu.au

Year 9 and 10

Term 4 is a busy time for our students with assessment items piling up and plans for end of year
events coming together. It is extremely important that year 9 and 10 students implement good study
habits so that they can earn grades they can be proud of on their Year 10 Certificates. Teachers have
been showing students how they can use a calendar to prioritise and sequence their schoolwork. All
teachers provide resources and study material on their Google Classrooms. It is an essential resource for
students to use in their study time.

In week 5 Year 10 students will complete exams in their four core classes, as well as, their Language
class (Fitness and Outdoor Ed are also holding a short exam). For most subjects this will the final
assessment and the last chance for students to influence their grade.
The official last day for Year 10 students is Friday week 8. However, if all assessments are completed and
borrowed items returned, students will be able to complete their leavers form and end the year earlier.
A reminder that the Graduation will be held in the College library and will run from 5-6pm with arrivals
occurring from 4:30. There is a limit of two family members per student. The Formal will follow directly
after in the College theatre. The Formal Committee have been working hard to ensure this will be a fun
and memorable occasion.
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The committee have organised invites, mock awards, a Turkish banquet, decorations, balloon banners, a
photo both, performances, speeches, music, and lighting. We are all looking forward to this evening.
Please contact the 9/10 wellbeing team if your child is experiencing difficulties at this busy time of year.
The Year 9/10 Wellbeing Team
Year 9 Coordinator:
Ms Chapman-Smith - Belinda.Chapman-Smith@ed.act.edu.au
Year 10Coordinator:
Mr Kyle Mitchell - Kyle.Mitchell@ed.act.edu.au
Year 9/10 Wellbeing Executive:
Mr Drew Southwell - Drew.Southwell@ed.act.edu.au
Year 11
This has been a unique and challenging year for our 2020 Year 11 cohort. Students have had the
complexity of studying under COVID-19 added to the new experience of College life. So many have
navigated these challenges with impressive levels of maturity and resilience.
Most of our year 11s are well on track working towards their post school goals. Many have reassessed
and readjusted study programs, participated in work experience and begun ASBAs to support their future
aspirations. Any students who wish to revisit their study programs should discuss options with student
services staff. Annie Kennedy in our careers department is happy to meet and discuss options with
students. Please make a time to contact us regarding any queries you may have.
Our College School Captains have been announced. I would like to take the opportunity to thank all
nominees for these positions. We had some wonderful candidates and speeches with vibrant competition.
Congratulations to our four Captains: Ellie McInnes, Lachlan Wise, Rohan Jones and Jessica Lynch.
We look forward to working with these student voices over the coming year. All students are welcomed
and encouraged to join our student leadership meetings to participate in decision making, with student
representatives working together for a successful experience in 2021.
Year 11 Coordinator:
Ms Barbara Drummond - Barbara.Drummond@ed.act.edu.au
Year 11/12 Wellbeing Executive
Ms Yasmin Noonan - Yasmin.Noonan@ed.act.edu.au
Year 12
The 2020 Formal and Graduation organisation is underway to farewell our Year 12 cohort. Information
was sent to families explaining how the Formal and Graduation will be held in the Copland Theatre to
meet the ACT COVID-19 guidelines. The date for the formal will be Tuesday, 1 December while the date
of the Graduation will be Wednesday, 16 December. A calendar of the end of year dates and activities,
including the farewell assembly and the Year 12 Breakfast, will be distributed to students on Monday,
week 5. I’m sure our Year 12s can agree that this year will definitely be one to remember, a mark in
history.
While each pathway after school is different and individual, the Year 12 2020 students have conveyed a
tremendous amount of resilience in what has been a very disruptive and challenging year. We are very
proud of the achievements of our Year 12 students. We wish to make the end of year events as positive
as possible and we encourage all students and family to take part in the end of year celebrations.
Year 12 Coordinator:
Ms Laura Defalco - Laura.defalco@ed.act.edu.au
Year 11/12 Wellbeing Executive
Ms Yasmin Noonan - Yasmin.Noonan@ed.act.edu.au
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MCSS Sport
High School
School Sport is BACK!!
After a long break from sport due to COVID 19 we are now back in full swing, with restrictions. MCSS
representative teams for term 4:
1. 7 x Volleyball teams. The seniors will be playing on 4 November at the National Hockey Centre at
Lyneham and the junior boys are currently playing in a round robin series at Brindabella Christian
College on Monday afternoons. A big thanks to Ben and Charlotte from Dragons Volleyball and Jade
from the College Campus who have been helping with coaching.
2. 25 students at the National Indoor Rowing Championships at MCSS on 23 October.

3. Junior Badminton team, on Monday 26 October, 8 of our students attended the ACT School Sport
Badminton day at the ANU. The students had a lot of fun; participating in singles, doubles and mixed
doubles. They played with great tenacity, perseverance and displayed admirable sportsmanship as Melba
Copland representatives. Well done team.

4. 20 students at the Tennis participation day at the National Tennis centre on 30 October.
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6. A senior boys’ team at the Alan Tongue Cup (Rugby League) on 3 November.
7. ACT Rock Climbing Championships at Mitchell on 6 November
8. Junior girls at the ACT Touch Football Championships at Lyneham on 9 November
It has been pleasing to see students, staff, and volunteers from clubs in the community become involved
in the school sport program as an extension of learning in the classroom. I encourage all students to
accept the challenge to extend themselves via the sport program.
Don’t forget to check out the daily SOBS announcement for open Come ‘n’ Try It Sport sessions at
lunchtime, before and after school.
Our free coaching programs include:
Volleyball, Badminton, Basketball and Tennis - Thursday Enrichment.

Year 7
MCSS High School PE staff and ACT Orienteering in partnership with National Orienteering have
completed phase one and two of a new and exciting unit of work supporting the development of a new
National Orienteering High School curriculum/resource. Using newly designed MCSS community
Orienteering maps year 7 students will explore local native spaces developing map reading and course
design skills building physical, cognitive and social capacities as they all participate at the same time, on
the same course and all experience a sense of achievement.

Year 8
Option to select into Outdoor Education In 2021
MCSS HPE hopes to offer a Year 9 Outdoor Education program. This 12-month course will involve units
in: Community Lifesaving, Ocean Sports (surfing & paddle boarding), First Aid, Bushwalking, Outdoor
Recreation & Orienteering.
**Entry into Outdoor Education for year 9will be via an application process in consultation with the SLC of
High School PE.
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Year 9
In term 3 all year 9 Science and High School PE classes completed their Interdisciplinary Unit - The
Relationship between Exercise, Body Systems and Lifestyle Choices.
HPE classes focused on “The Principles of Fitness Training”. In Science students looked in depth at the
“Cardiovascular System” exploring how lifestyle choices affect short- and long-term personal health”.
The IDU connection - “The Effects of Exercise on Heart Rate”.
Outdoor Education includes Community Lifesaving, Ocean Sports (surfing, snorkel, kayaking), Abseiling/
Bushwalking, Snow Sports, Hiking & Canoeing.
**Entry into Outdoor Education for year 10 will be via an application process in consultation with the SLC
of High School PE.

Year 10
Please remember to check out our MCSS web page for regular updates regarding local sporting clubs,
sports programs, sign ups and community events. Please think “Rebel Sports'' Westfield Belconnen when
purchasing your next pair of sporting shoes, sports apparel, personal fitness equipment or favourite team
jumper. MCSS receives a 5% Community Giveback from every purchase made. This money helps
supplement the purchase of student incentive awards and critical fitness lab equipment. Details of how
you can support this initiative:
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1. Join Rebel Active online or in store
2. Nominate Melba Copland Secondary School at time of purchase
5% of your purchases are donated directly into the MCSS Rebel Active account.

“MCSS Almost ISO-Athletics Carnival”
While the format will change, we hope school spirit and engagement will remain high as class/year groups
train and compete in PE classes weeks 1-6 term 4. Using personal ‘Passports’ students will record
performances in each of the 7 track and 7 field events, recording and comparing results against peers in
other classes/age groups. The ultimate challenge, which House will win the title of MCSS 2020 Athletics
Champions?
MCSS High School PE staff will be involved in further Professional Development sessions in preparation
for new unit delivery, design and development in 2021 as we revive and refresh our 7-10 High School PE
programs. These partnership opportunities with our NSO providers enhance MCSS HPE, Enrichment and
lunchtime or afternoon sports training sessions.
Term 4 sessions supported by Sporting Schools Australia will include:
Athletics, Badminton, Golf and La Crosse. Gold Creek Golf Club in partnership with Jack Newton Junior
Golf Academy are keen to support MCSS students and staff with program development and programs on
site or at the Club.
We hope MCSS students will take advantage of all the new sporting opportunities made available through
PE classes, Enrichment, and school coaching programs.
College
TAP Academy Schools Obstacle Course Challenge
MCSS competed in the TAP Academy Schools Obstacle Course Challenge, where last year were the
Champions the time trials and they too deserve to be congratulated on their efforts. The course is difficult
and daunting but all our competitors rose to the challenge and displayed fantastic leadership, teamwork
and sportsmanship.
This year while they didn’t make it back to back championships, this group of young athletes competed
with the courage and determination of absolute champions. They represent MCSS and our TAP Academy
with pride.
Congratulations must go to our TAP Academy Schools Obstacle Course
Challenge finals team.
Samantha McCreedy – Yr12
Aiden Richardson – Yr12
Anthony Som – Yr12
Aleks Beljanski – Yr11
Ollie Biden – Yr10
Hugo Hamilton – Yr9
Brodie Hartshorn – Yr8
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Volleyball
Both our boys and girls teams played Volleyball semi finals at lake Ginninderra on 15 October.
Unfortunately both teams failed to progress to the final. Well done to both teams for progressing that far!
Sport and Recreation:
The Sport and Recreation class hosted 2021 year 7’s for a sports day on the 22 October. As part of their
assessment, college students hosted and ran a futsal tournament. It was great to see teachers meeting
next year’s students and the students making new friends. Big thanks to Athletes Foot Belconnen and
Zambrero’s Belconnen for there generosity in donating prizes that were handed out to students on the day.
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New look myfuture website
The myfuture website has been revamped and now has a new look.
Myfuture provides resources to explore career pathways and tools to develop self-knowledge to help with
career decision making. There are career quizzes, career stories, information about different industries
and occupations including pathways to get there and prospects. There are ‘careers bullseyes’ which looks
at different occupations associated with school subjects.
In the new look myfuture there is now a parents and carers section on the homepage, which helps parents
assist their children in finding their career pathway.
Follow the link below to explore the new look myfuture, https://myfuture.edu.au/
Enhanced Support for School Leavers
School leavers in 2020 face particularly challenging circumstances. In light of this, the Australian
government has established the ‘Enhanced Support for School Leavers’ program. This comprises:
•

A targeted online school leavers information kit, and

•

A new dedicated school leavers information service, which will operate from 1 October 2020 to 30 June
2022.

The school leavers information kit will provide students leaving school in 2020 with information about
training, education and employment pathways. The information kit will be regularly updated to provide the
most relevant and helpful advice, to inform students’ decisions about their post school pathway in 2021.
Follow the link below for access to the school leavers information kit.
https://yourcareer.gov.au/

CIT Virtual Open Day
CIT will be running a virtual open day over two days with online information sessions, virtual tours and live
Q&A's, you can find out all you need to know.
•

Friday 13 November | 8am - 8pm

•

Saturday 14 November | 8am - 4pm

Follow the link to CIT’s website for more information.
https://cit.edu.au/
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CIT Course Help and Information
For year 11 and year 12 students wanting to attend CIT and need help with enrolling and information on
courses please see Annie in Careers.
Apprenticeships
Year 12s looking to start full-time apprenticeships in 2021, the time to start looking is now.
Apprenticeships are advertised outside Careers and on the Careers and PC google classroom pages and
are regularly updated. If students need help in applying for these positions, or help with their resumes
please see Annie in Careers.
AIE Open Day Sat 21 November
Get into Games and VFX at Academy of Interactive Entertainment open day.
AIE’s November Open Day will focus on the exciting range of programs that AIE is offering in 2021. The
day will showcase numerous different information sessions, run by current AIE teachers and students
along with alumni stories.
The open day will be the perfect opportunity for those interested in a future career in games or film, to
learn how to study at AIE and start their journey into the industry.
Transition and Orientation days
On Wednesday 28 October, MCSS held a Transition and Orientation day for our 2021 Year 11 students
from NSW. All students involved had a good day and reported a positive experience in their classes. We
have found in the past that students who have attended this orientation day have experienced a smoother
transition into the College system.
On Thursday 29 October, MCSS College held an Orientation day for our 2021 Magellan cohort. All
students reported a positive experience and felt more comfortable about starting in the Magellan program
in 2021.
MCSS NEWSLETTER -

17

Rod Bunten delivering a Physics lesson to Magellan students.
Work Experience
A big thank you to Miles Franklin Primary School who have gone above and beyond accommodating our
students with work experience this year.
Please contact Anne Kennedy or Joanne Barr if you would like your child to go out on work experience
this year.

Angus Chapman working in IT at Miles Franklin Primary School.

Charlie Herbert at Transport Canberra and City Services

Tree trimming completed by Jack Simpson
during a work experience placement at Lennox Gardens, Transport Canberra and City
Services

Careers Team
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Arts/Design
High School
Arts/Design subject selections for 2021 are here! Students have the opportunity to choose from the Arts
subjects of Dance, Drama, Media, Music and Visual Art, and the Design subjects of Computing, Food
Technology, Metal Work, Textiles, and Wood Work.
Students going into Year 8 will take both an Arts and Design subject. These will be semester long
subjects, with students changing to their second preferences in semester 2. Year 9 and 10 subjects will be
year long subjects.
The Arts/Design team will try to give students their top preferences; however, please be mindful that class
numbers do have restrictions, so make sure you remember to submit your selections!

Arts Showcase
Preparations for the Arts Showcase are well underway. This year we have had to adapt our Arts
Showcase format in line with COVID-19 restrictions. For the first time, our showcase is going online, with a
professional video to be produced by a local filmmaker in weeks 5 and 6. The video will be released on
our social media platforms and website, and will also be available for primary participants of our Regional
Arts Program to distribute amongst their networks. We have many exciting pieces that students have been
working on all year, including a Vogue dance by the Magellan dancers, some original compositions by our
Music students, and segments of a Brechtian Drama piece, plus much more!
We look forward to presenting what our Performing Arts students have been working on in 2020 to MCSS
and the school community!

Year 7 Art
Our budding artists have been developing their skills and experimenting with colour and shape, through
the production of abstract artworks, such as those pictured.
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Year 10 Hospitality
On Wednesday week 3, Year 10 Hospitality hosted High Tea in the High School Home Science kitchen for
MCSS Staff. Staff were treated to an assortment of sweet and savoury foods prepared, cooked, and
served by our students. On the menu was Banh Mi sliders, salmon ribbons, cucumber sandwiches,
strawberry friands, brownies, profiteroles and more. The food was delightful, and all guests were seriously
impressed. Well done Ms Sharp and her Year 10 chefs!

Applications from Textiles

Year 9 - used their embroidery skills with sashiko and naïve techniques from the fabric decorating unit to
embellish new and existing textiles. Showing diversity in the finished product, students produced knee
patches, lavender bags, wall hangings, pockets and more.

Year 8 – for their first garment these boys opted to make their own hoodies.
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To meet their design brief, year 11 students had to design for a purpose. It was critical for them to meet
the needs and specifications of their client in a product of choice. In each case, mum was the lucky client
and from all reports were happy with the end product.
College
Design
Design and emerging technologies Eco Lamps.
Year 11-12 design and emerging technology students used the
design process sketching and refining their ideas for the Eco
Lamp that uses LED lights. Students built the lamps structure
and also soldered the powerpacks switches and LED strips into
the aluminium housing that they attached to the lamps.
Metal Work
Created black smith tongs using rebar and flat plat welding and bending the bar in the forge.
Aiden used a empty Gas bottle and repurposed it as a camping BBQ with it’s own swivel hot plate and grill
that can alternate over the raised fire cylinder.

Science
NASA Q and A Forum
In year 7 and 8, students participated in an online forum with NASA Engineer, Rosa Avalos-Warren,
hosted by Questacon. We were wowed by Ms Avalos-Warren’s experience in the mission control centre at
NASA working on flight operations and learnt all things space science for her. Ms Avalos-Warren’s
discussions surrounding the importance of careers in the science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) industry were engaging, and students left inspired about career opportunities in
STEM roles.

Snake Demonstration
Canberra is home to some of the world’s most venomous
terrestrial snakes. Unfortunately, members of the public are still
comparatively uninformed about this species (and other locally
occurring reptile species). This lack of awareness and
appreciation of our local reptile fauna has many adverse
consequences such as people interacting unsafely around them
and unnecessarily harming or killing these species. It is therefore
crucial that members of the public, particularly young people, are
exposed to and educated about the wildlife they share the
environment with.
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Year 7 students participated in an interactive snake awareness and safety session with professional
snake catchers/educators. Blending biological, ecological, and social factors, this talk discussed the
snakes and other reptiles found in the Canberra region, their behaviour, how to interact with them, and
snake bite first aid.
The session educated students about reptilian wildlife and enhanced their understandings of how to
better - and more safely and respectfully - engage with these misunderstood creatures when they
encounter them around the Canberra suburbs.

Mathematics
High School
Another year has raced by and term 4 has already proven itself to be a busy one. So much has been
going on in our high school maths classes the Mathematics faculty thought we should mention a few of
our key moments.
Year 7
Working on an Interdisciplinary unit with Science has taught our students the importance of protecting our
wildlife. Students worked in groups to produce their own nesting box. They used their knowledge of
Measurement and Angles to create suitable homes for some of our endangered species.

Year 8
Students have been studying all there is to know about Statistics and have been busily surveying their
peers on topics of interest. Many have adopted the use of google forms to manage their data.
Year 9
Our students have been enjoying discovering the probabilities involved in various games. The odds of
winning power ball, the most popular outcome from rolling two dice, the chance of being dealt pocket
Aces have all been explored.
Year 10
Financial Maths has taught our year 10’s all there is to know about budgeting, the pros and cons of
borrowing money, ways of earning an income and saving for a rainy day. As they are moving onto
College next year their skills in this area could be readily applied to situations they will be facing in their
own lives.
Year 10A
Our Level 1 students have been investigating Linear and Nonlinear relationships.
They have been learning new methods to sketch functions by hand and explored the use of online
programs as an added resource. They have compared car hire formulae and found the best deal. This
newfound knowledge could be applied to which scooter they choose to hire next time they are out and
about in Belconnen.
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College
Australian Mathematics Competition Success
The Australian Mathematics Competition was one event, this year, which managed to overcome the
COVID lockdown. 20 college students sat the 90-minute test and 15 of those received a credit or better.
The best result from the college was one High Distinction, awarded to Sebastian Wetherall. This is an
exceptional result and puts Sebastian as one of the top Mathematicians for his age in the country.
Pictured: Sebastian Wetherall

Distinctions were awarded to:

Aleksander Beljanski, Aden Tan, William Walsh, Lachlan Wise, Zoe
Twible and Bona Yang.

Credits were awarded to:
Henry Lucas, Justin Nguyen, Rohan Jones, Ryan D’Costa, Damien McKellar, Sam Sawade and Tony
Zhao.
Financial Literacy
20 students participated in a Financial Literacy course run
by The Smith Family. The course ran across two days at
the school and students received a Certificate I in Financial
Services. This is a nationally recognised VET Certificate
and the course teaches crucial personal finance skills for
students about to buy their first car, move out of home and
embark on a new career.
Congratulations to all those who completed the course and
received the certificate. Receiving their certificate in a
small assembly were Eleanor McInnes, Imogen Welch,
Keeley Douglas and Bella Connellan (pictured). Other
recipients were Josh Lipponen, Liam Lawler, Christopher
Drakalski, Eden Thomas and Ollie Dafter.
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