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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
We mourn the loss of Mary Arnold Associate Principal till

2018 and later teaching colleague who passed away
recently. Her integrity, compassion and commitment as
an educator are attributes, we all will remember her for…
one of those teachers and leaders that influenced the
lives of students and staff in positive ways always. Her
legacy lives on in the staff that she has mentored and
supported and we will all miss her. Our thoughts and
condolences are with her family as they come to terms
with their loss.
This has been a busy term with all students busy with
the demands of their classes. This is a significant period
for Year 10 and 12 Certificate students as they prepare
to complete milestone years of education at Melba
Copland Secondary School.
The Future of Education Strategy sets out the ACT Government’s long-term vision through a roadmap
that outlines how our students will benefit from improved education over the next decade. Priority Three
of the Plan, ‘Supporting a Workforce for the Future’ committed the Education Directorate to the
“provision of legal support for students experiencing vulnerability in partnership with Legal Aid”. The
provision of legal support is an important offering for vulnerable youth. As you know young people can
face difficulties in accessing legal services when required due to distance, service availability, the
intimidating and formal atmosphere of many legal services and/or a lack of knowledge about the law.
Schools provide an important opportunity to engage and educate young people about the law, and an
avenue to provide direct legal support to vulnerable young people. The Directorate has now engaged
with Legal Aid ACT and will be offering the following free services:
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•

College Drop-in Centre;
Legal Liaison Officers will provide a drop-in service at the College Campus once per fortnight, to
improve access to legal assistance for students through the introduction of a free and confidential
service. The drop-in centre will not require bookings.

•

Individual Appointments;
This will allow College students and/or their parents or carers to make an appointment with a Legal Aid
officer at their school.

Legal Class, led by Legal Liaison Officer
Run by the Legal Liaison Officer, this will provide an opportunity to educate College students on legal
matters, such as family and domestic violence, criminal activity, unfair treatment, housing problems, and
other issues to which they are particularly susceptible. This is an optional service.
Jodie Campbell is the MCSS Legal Aid Officer and we welcome her to MCSS.

Jesse Sidhu

Lee Pietrukowski

Ado Di Crescenzo

Gai Britt

Principal

Associate Principal

Associate Principal

Associate Principal

Transport Canberra recently conducted revenue checks at the school and found a significant number of
students failed to tag on with MyWay cards. Fines for failure to travel without a valid ticket can be issued
under legislation relating to Road Transport (Public Passenger Services) Reg. 2002. Can all parents
please remember to check that their children’s MyWay cards are topped up to ensure they travel with a
valid ticket, when further revenue checks are conducted in the coming weeks. If you have any questions,
please contact Transport Canberra on 131710.
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IMPORTANT DATES

Thursday 22 October
- Year 7 2021 sports orientation day

Friday 25 September 2020
- Last day term 3 relax and recharge for term 4
Monday 12 October 2020
- Term 4 Commences all students years 7-12

Wednesday 28 October
- College Orientation Day (NSW and other HS)

- Board Meeting

- 28 Oct to 13 Nov IB exams will run

Monday 19 to Friday 23 October
- Book Week

Thursday November
- Year 7 Immunisations

Tuesday 20 October
- TAP Schools Obstacle Course Challenge
Thursday 22 October
- Magellan @ College Orientation day 9am - 2pm

Wednesday 11 to Friday 13 November
- Year 10 Test

Construction
The year 11/12 construction class worked well together
completing a concreting task at the High School Campus.
14 student spent the day preparing the area, with black
plastic, reinforcement mesh and placing the bar stools
under the mesh to hold it up so it is in the middle of the
pour.
Once the area was prepared the students started with the
cement pour. After levelling and screeding the area turn
out well. This took the students 4 hours from being to end.

Mr Sullivan

MCSS Mission
“MCSS fosters a supportive environment of respect, trust and intercultural understanding. Each
student is encouraged and challenged to learn, grow and accomplish personal, academic, social
and vocational excellence.”
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Literacy
Book Week is Coming!
During week 2 of term 4 (19 – 23 October) the High School
Campus will be celebrating Book Week. Our theme for this year
is: Science Fiction vs Fantasy – Where do YOU escape?
There will be a range of gloriously bookish activities held across
the week and our Dress-Up-As-Your-Favourite-Book-Character
will be on Wednesday 21 October.
Prizes are in store for best costume in each year level, winners of
our brilliant 6-Word Story Competition and participants in our
exclusive Writers’ Workshop.
For more information, please contact either
melissa.easterby@ed.act.edu.au or tanya.young@ed.act.edu.au

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) is an evidence based, whole school approach for creating safe,
supportive school environments. PBL effectively enhances school culture through embedding systems
that support strong personal relationships. The development of positive social skills through clearly
defined and acknowledged expectations help students to feel safe, supported and ready to learn.
After developing our behaviour matrix with staff and student leaders, we have taken the next step in the
PBL journey by consulting with our broader student body. In Pastoral Care over the last few weeks,
students were introduced to the concept of PBL by brainstorming the positive behaviours they expect to
see at MCSS. They then had the opportunity to contribute to the further development of our behaviour
matrix.
The PBL team will provide further updates as we continue in this journey. Please feel free to contact us
with any questions or feedback by emailing us at: info@mcss.act.edu.au

Wear it Purple Day
Friday 28 August was Wear it Purple Day. An annual celebration of diversity and a show of respect to our
LGBTQIA* community. Students had the opportunity to wear purple or rainbow colours to show support
for our LGBTQIA* students, and attend our annual pledge signing in the library.
This year we had an amazing turn out, with over 100
people signing the pledge to stand up against
homophobia,
transphobia,
and
queerphobia.
Students worked with members of the Capital
Region Community Services to create badges and
decorated our library’s wonderful purple tree.
Thank you to all those who came along to sign on
the day, to our wonderful helpers from the Unicorn
group and the team from Capital Region Community
Services for coming along for the day. If you would
like to get involved with future Unicorn group
activities,
please contact
Ms
Barbieri at
Michaela.Barbieri@ed.act.edu.au
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Humanities
High School

This term the Humanities faculty have starting the Inter Disciplinary Unit that involves Language and
Literature classes and Individuals and Societies classes. The unit combines their research skills as well as
their writing skills while they take the role of investigative journalists during the Indigenous land rights
movement.
In week 7, Ms Robey held the cultural integrity book club welcoming teachers throughout the ACT where
they were able to share their experiences and resources in teaching with the ‘cultural integrity’ lens.
Two of our teachers had virtual visitors to their classroom using video conferencing where students have
been able to question these guest speakers on a range of issues. This has been a valuable and enriching
experience for all.
We will be having a bit of a change next term as one of our French teachers, Matilda Elder, will be going
on Maternity leave as she waits for the imminent arrival of her first born. We wish Ms Elder all the best and
already can’t wait for her return, and more importantly, pictures of the new bub.

Resources to help your child with learning at home
Did you know that less than 2% of a student’s time is spent in any one subject? That’s not much time to
cover all the curriculum that we need to! One way to increase the amount of time students spend learning
is to partner with parents to engage in learning at home. There is a wealth of resources supporting parents
to support their child’s learning on the Australian Government’s Education website which can be found
here: https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/search?age=26
If you’d like to discuss this more, please get in touch with me at tanya.young@ed.act.edu.au

College
In Sociology, students are learning about gender
inequality through a study of sociological theory. They
have completed group work in class on analysing data
and statistics regarding education patterns based on
gender in Australia. Following this, students have
composed an analytical feature article on the
representation of gender in media, advertisements and
popular culture.
Meanwhile in Philosophy students are this term
studying the Epistemology semester unit. The class is
theorising human knowledge’s association with
individual and social objectives, including responding
to the unit inquiry question “How and what should we
know to continue to know as human beings in the
future?”. For their next assessment task students are
investigating the differences between empiricism and
rationalism.
In addition, the Languages classes are busy completing their inquiry task assessment. This task inline with
the BSSS Modern Languages Framework, facilitates higher order thinking, sociolinguistic knowledge and
intercultural understanding. In Chinese, for example, students are researching the role and legacy of
traditional Chinese culture in contemporary fashion designs. This research task also develops students’
abilities to research, reference and compose academic writing.
Ms Harriden
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Library
High School
On Thursday 3 September the MCSS HS Library hosted the Cultural Integrity Book Club. Book Club is
open to all Directorate teaching staff, and moves around different schools to showcase Indigenous books
and they ways that staff are integrating their use into their classrooms. MCSS HS Library was selected to
host this month, and to show off our exceptional Aboriginal Australia collection in the Library. Staff from
other schools were able to see how we have developed a strong Indigenous book collection in the Library,
and how our staff are using these books as part of the curriculum. Mr. Colbran presented on the MCSS
philosophy around developing cultural integrity, Ms. Robey demonstrated the app she created that allows
students to explore key moments in Aboriginal history, and Mr Zywczak shared how he uses Aboriginal
poetry in his lessons. MCSS would like to thank Angela Burroughs for offering us the opportunity to host
book club and for her generous gift of books for the school.

From the High School Library Team

College
MCSS Book Week theme: Science Fiction Vs Fantasy: Where do YOU escape?
Book Week at the college library, 17 Oct to 23 Oct 2020
With Book Week coming up in week 2 next term, we have some exciting activities planned for you in
conjunction with Student Services and the Humanities Faculty.
Daily activities with lots of prizes!
On Monday 19 October we will have a PC group quiz for Book Week. You can also pick up your entry
forms for our short story writing competition at the library. Sally Harriden, our Executive Teacher in
Humanities, will decide on the winners! The first-place winner gets a brand- new SF/fantasy book of your
choice! From Tuesday to Friday we will have individual competitions which include identifying film
adaptations of books, a word search, a fill-in puzzle on SF/Fantasy books and identifying the genres of
fictional stories.
From the College Library Team
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MCSS Sport
Health & PE Week 2020 was celebrated with enthusiasm on August 31- September 4. Lunchtimes
became ‘funtimes’ with Staff V Student challenges proving popular, so much so they may become a
regular ‘Challenge days’ feature. Stay tuned to daily SOBS announcements for more details.
Covid has obviously had a big impact on our school sporting program this year with many events either
cancelled or modified. I encourage the student body however to make the most of the opportunities that
they have until we return to normal.
In PE classes it is pleasing to see students who are engaged and have the potential to represent the
school in sport. Soccer is a good example of this and we recently held modified tournaments across the
Northside high schools.
Our volleyball squad has increased to over 50 students with trainings at the following times:
1. Junior girls: 8am Monday
2. Senior girls: 8am Tuesday
3. Boys: 8am Wednesday
All teams are currently involved or will be involved in round robin competitions after school against
Campbell High, Lyneham and Brindabella Christian schools. It has been very pleasing to see the growth in
both individual and team skill and I really appreciate the commitment made by the students each week to
train. Dragons Volleyball club have been assisting with coaching, we have developed an excellent
relationship with them and now see our students taking the sport up outside of school through this club.
Our Netball team will be playing next week after the initial day was washed out this week. Coming up next
term will be touch football days, teams will be nominating shortly and training to commence. As well the
ACT indoor rock-climbing championships are coming up in November. Students should pay attention to
announcements to make sure that they do not miss out on any of these opportunities.
Terms 3 Health and Physical Education (HPE) in photographic review
They say “a picture paints a thousand words”, please enjoy the following collages depicting our PE
classes in action term 3.
Year 7
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Year 8

Year 9
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Year 10

Unfortunately, due to ACT School Sport restrictions - maximum 100 people per large group activities the
2020 MCSS Athletics Carnival has been cancelled.
While the format will change, we hope school spirit and engagement will remain high as class/year
groups train and compete in PE classes weeks 1-5 term 4. Using personal ‘Passports’ students will
record MYP Criteria C performances in each of the 7 track and 7 field events, recording and comparing
results against peers in other classes/age groups via the “MCSS Almost ISO-Athletics Carnival”
Google page. The ultimate challenge, which House will win the title of MCSS 2020 Athletics
Champions?
MCSS HPE staff and ACT Orienteering in partnership with National Orienteering have completed phase
one of a new and exciting unit of work supporting the development of a new National Orienteering High
School curriculum/resource. Using newly designed MCSS community Orienteering maps year 7 students
will explore local native spaces developing map reading and course design skills building physical,
cognitive and social capacities as they all participate at the same time, on the same course and all
experience a sense of achievement.

Year 11 & 12

Badminton:
7 students attended the college Badminton day, the boys
narrowly lost the final to Narrabundah. Well done to all who
played.
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Girls Soccer:
Three students played in a combined team with Hawker College, a great day was had by all. We hope to
Field our own team in 2021.
Girls AFL:
Four students played in a combined team with Hawker College, a great day was had by all. We hope to
Field our own team in 2021.
Thursday afternoon College Sport Challenge:
Volleyball:
The boys and girls teams have both played two rounds. Both teams are in the hunt to play finals.

Futsal:
The boys team is currently undefeated and looking to keep the winning streak going into the finals.

Science
High School Campus
I am pleased to announce that MCSS was placed third in the 2020 ACT
Science Championship. The Education Perfect Science championship started
during the Science Week starting 18 August and finished on the 25 August
2020 at 6pm. Our students worked exceptionally hard the whole week to get as
many points as possible. We won 10 awards in total: 6 credits and 4 bronze
awards.
It was a team effort and all year levels contributed to gain points. The students
answered 40,463 questions in total and earned 23,042 points during Science
Week. This was equivalent to 196 hours of Science learning. The results have
been finalised and the trophies and certificates are on their way.
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College Campus

SCIENCE WEEK at
the College
Science is everywhere and in
Science Week 2020, it was certainly
all happening at the college.
The 17 pastoral care groups battled
each other in the Science Week
Challenge quiz. Although there is
nothing trivial about science, science
questions can certainly make for a
great trivia quiz! The collaboration in
the competition between groups was
impressive and fierce… respectively!
There were other opportunities to
explore the science throughout
Science Week.
These included
making cubic bubbles with Rod and
Graeme on Monday.
The mini
Science open day… well open
lunch… on Wednesday and the
spaghetti tower competition on Friday.
It was great to see the college
students getting involved and they
were earning points for their PC group
to see which group would earn the
status of Science PC for 2020.
The photographs on this page were taken in the cafeteria where the students, teachers and Jesse Sidhu
were blowing cubic bubbles. Science was everywhere and fun was had!
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Eric enjoying the marvels of elephant
toothpaste and other wonders of
Chemistry and Physics in the mini science
fair on Wednesday in Science Week. Eric
with the stand the tallest and strongest
spaghetti towers!

A close-up shot of the cubic
bubbles! As can be seen, a lot of
thought and hot air (see Graeme
blowing cubic bubbles) went into
science week. Science… it’s
everywhere!

Congratulations to PC – JB on
achieving the status of
Science PC for 2020

Ms Batt
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Arts & Design
Arts and Design has been a hive of activity in term 3! We love seeing our students expand their individual
creative minds and are pleased to share with you a sample of what they have been up to:
Art
Year 8 artists explored line, space and symbolism in Polynesian tattoos, subsequently using the same
elements to create drawings and prints that had a personal meaning to them. They found this an
interesting way to study artistic concepts through tattoos, and thoroughly enjoyed the unit.
Year 10 have been creating dry point etchings on old CDs, producing some impressive unique designs.
This use is a great way to recycle, turning obsolete technology into etched printing plate keepsakes.
Pictured:
Bree McKinstry-Lawson, Year 10

Alli McKinstry-Lawson, Year 10

Computing
Year 8 have been uncovering their inner web designer. Students were tasked with creating their own
webpage for a client of their choice, designing based on this client’s brand and target audience. After
learning about the fundamentals of web design, they used their new knowledge of HTML and CSS to
create these pages. Some students even incorporated JavaScript code into their design to improve
the aesthetics and functionality of their web page. Check out some of the fantastic designs below!
Pictured:
Dante Wilkes, Year 8

Connor McKenzie, Year 8

Dance
Our Year 9 dancers have been studying famous pieces from popular classic musicals including Blues
Brothers, A Chorus Line, Bugsy Malone and Cats. They embraced the challenge of stepping outside their
choreographic comfort zones to try new styles of dance. A highlight of the term was no doubt watching
each others finished pieces, but also seeing all students supporting and cheering each other on!
Drama
Year 7 have been learning about folktales, taking these beloved childhood stories and putting their own
spin on them. Students developed their own scripts, rehearsed their lines and then acted them out in front
of their peers. It was a joy to watch their excited bubbly selves exploring their creativity through dramatic
arts.
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Media
Year 7 students applied Photoshop, colour psychology and sales theory to create vibrant and engaging
covers for concept magazines. Our budding designers in Year 9 applied their skills with conceptions of
cool to make skateboard designs. Year 10 used Premiere to create 1-minute videos designed to have a
social impact, covering topics such as littering, bullying, and fighting COVID-19.
Textiles
Our Textiles tradition for Year 7 is to task students with sewing their own pencil case that they can then
use throughout high school. Students enjoy this as they have the creative freedom to design based on
their interests and the things they like. Check out some of their finished products below!
Pictured:

Haadya Durrani, Year 7

Imogen Dyson, Year 7

ACT Instrumental Music Program
Secondary Student Extension Ensembles - 2021
The ACT Instrumental Music Program is seeking students who will be in Year 7 to Year 12 in ACT public
schools in 2021 to audition for secondary extension ensembles.
Percussion Ensemble – Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2021
Junior Concert Band – Years 7 - 8 students in ACT public schools in 2021
Senior Concert Band – Years 9-12 students in ACT public schools in 2021
Senior Concert Choir— Years 7-12 students in ACT public schools in 2021
Auditions will be held at the ACT Instrumental Music Program Rehearsal Room, UC High School Kaleen,
Baldwin Drive, Kaleen.
Band auditions will be in term 4, November 2-13.
Choir auditions will be held in term 4, with audition times to be allocated in early term 4.
All audition requirements and pieces will be available on the IMP website by the end of term 3.
The ensembles are an excellent opportunity for talented, skilled and committed young musicians to work
together in an enriching environment. The groups are active performance ensembles and the families of
students auditioning will need to be prepared to make a strong commitment to rehearsal and performance
attendance for the year.
Further details and information about how to apply for an audition are available from the Instrumental
Music Program website at www.imp.act.edu.au. The application form can be accessed through this site or
by clicking on the links below.
Information cards and posters are available at your child’s school.
Complete your online application at:
https://forms.gle/qT6UeQPX1rYeRUqp8
or scan the QR code for a direct link
Applications are now open and close Monday 19 October.
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Parents Start talking
Take advantage of all opportunities to talk to your child about their future.
You play an important part in guiding and fostering your child along their career path. While they would
probably never admit it, you are their biggest role models.
Keep communications open and take advantage of all opportunities to talk to them about future
possibilities, foster optimism, enthusiasm, energy and curiosity. Be ready to talk to them about your own
work experiences and the paths that you took to get to where you are now. Tell them about the career
paths of other adults they know or better still get them to talk to your child. A lot is gained by hearing about
different careers and pathways.
Ask them questions about their experiences, do they have a hobby, skill or talent that might lead to a
career. Have they done voluntary work? Do they have casual work? Have they had work experience? Ask
them about these, what they liked or disliked. Even if these experiences were not enjoyed it is important to
discuss why they didn’t like them. Sometimes learning what you don’t like is just as important and learning
what you do like.
Above all, be positive. Let them know you believe in them. Positivity from you will boost your child’s
confidence, maturity and desire to succeed.
Year 10 Transition to College
On Thursday 3 September, the Transition and Careers team facilitated an information session for our year
10’s about College. We ran small group presentations on different aspects of College. These included two
teachers, David Dunn and Peter Dam, discussing expectations and common misconceptions about
College. We also had four students who discussed topics including Tertiary and Accredited packages,
Australian School based Apprenticeships (ASbA) and pathways into University and CIT. It was a
successful morning as the year 10 students came out armed with more information about what to expect
next year.
White card and Asbestos Awareness Training
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On the 9th and 11th MCSS facilitated White card and Asbestos Awareness training. We had 30 students
from across our Belconnen Network attend the training. The photo above is where the students received
their PPE. Any student considering a work experience placement in Building and Construction will be
required to have completed their White card and Asbestos Awareness training.
Reminder: After successfully completing the General Construction Induction Training (White card), the
registered training organisation will issue the student with a certificate. The student must then apply for a
General Construction Induction Card within 60 days. This can be done online at Access Canberra: https://
form.act.gov.au/smartforms/servlet/SmartForm.html?formCode=1205
If you are interested in participating in this training please speak with Annie Kennedy or Jo Barr.
Work Experience
We know our students are wonderful and now these future employers know too. Here is the feedback we
received for a couple of our students after completing work experience this term.
“Student worked fabulously with staff and children, everyone commented on how polite, well mannered
and cheerful she was and she only needed to be asked or shown how to do things once and she was able
to complete them.”
“Student was Fantastic. He showed initiative at every opportunity & worked well, both in a group
environment and alone. All staff enjoyed working with him.”
Australian School-based Apprenticeship (ASbA) news
Our Year 12 ASbA students are working hard to finish off their apprenticeship and their Senior Secondary
Certificates, keep up the good work.
Thank you to Mackenzie Jeffrey for talking to the year 10’s at the Transition presentation, about her
experience as a ASbA student.
If you are in year 10 and interested in an ASbA, it is a good idea to start asking around employers
(in an area you are considering), if they would be in a position to take on an ASbA student.

Year 12 Tertiary Students: Update from UAC
ALL students studying higher education in 2021 will need a USI in order to apply for HECS.
Early bird applications for UAC close on the 30 September. After this date, the cost of applying to UAC
goes up considerably.
Schools Recommendation Scheme (SRS) application will close on the 20 September. Change of
preferences to be considered for SRS offer is 8 November.
If students are still unsure of how to apply through UAC, follow the link below for a series of short videos to
guide you through the process, or speak to Annie Kennedy.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1s0OQdLq16Ee3mwajbhfhA/videos
For all other information on UAC and universities including links to universities and virtual open days,
students
should
be
checking
Careers
and
PC
google
classrooms
regularly.
This year is a great opportunity for all Year 11 and Year 12 Tertiary students to explore universities outside
of Canberra without leaving home as many of them have held Virtual Open Days.
For information on universities and course information please see Annie Kennedy in careers.

Careers Team
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MCSS Wellbeing
Cyber Safety
Warning - SNAPCHAT identity and location sharing risks!
The number of negative incidents stemming from using social media sites is a
growing concern for the wider community. When used safely and appropriately,
these sites are a fantastic tool to keep in touch with friends or family. However, it
can take some time for young people to understand the implications of not using
the Internet safely. To assist with this, please monitor your student’s use of
social media sites and SNAPCHAT. Discuss the dangers of inappropriate
internet use with them. Please consult https://www.esafety.gov.au/ for updated
advice for parents, carers and students.

MCSS Welcomes

At the beginning of term 3, Frankie joined the MCSS Wellbeing team
in the Youth Worker role.
Frankie brings a wide range of Youth support and experience to the
MCSS community. Frankie has a passion for assisting students in
building self-esteem and emotional resilience.
Please welcome Frankie to MCSS.

Fight Cancer Foundation’s Footy Colours Day is a national fundraising campaign held during the month of
September to support kids living with cancer. MCSS held its annual support of this great cause
encouraging staff and students to wear their favourite footy team’s colours and raise much-needed funds.
Congratulations to all staff and students involved and thank you for supporting this great cause.
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High School
R U OK? Day
R U OK? Day is our national day of action dedicated to reminding
everyone to ask, “Are you okay?” and to remember every day of the
year to support people who may be struggling with life’s ups and
downs.
On the High School Campus, the MCSS tradition of fairy bread for R U OK? Day continued. The school
also held a yellow pancake breakfast with students and staff sharing the message of R U OK?.

College
The college campus organised
another visit from Noah’s Ark Farm
Friends Petting Zoo, as last year was
such a success. The students had
fun interacting with the animals,
some also had the opportunity to
feed them. It was important for the
school to provide this service again,
given the current climate we are
experiencing.
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Young Life
They say there's no such thing as a free lunch, but a free breakfast? Count
us in! We at Young Life Australia have been flipping pancakes, connecting
with and supporting young people across the country for 48 years.
Originating in the United States in 1942, and operating now in 103 countries,
Young Life is a Christian not for profit organisation committed to serving
youth in every local community. Here at Melba Copland, you'll find our
volunteers cooking up a storm every Tuesday morning with pancakes, toast
and juice ready for hungry teenagers. Our hope is to see young people in
Belconnen journey into adulthood with a deep sense of value and purpose.
We do this by volunteering in local schools, running safe and welcoming
youth clubs and going away on awesome camps. So drop bye and say hi to
Rohan, Jono, Alex and Bec, we can't wait to meet you. - Alex Lee, Canberra
Area Manger, alexlee@younglife.org.au

It takes a village to put on a bake sale, and the
Student Voice Forum would like to thank all staff that
kindly volunteered to support the schools newest
fundraising initiative. This year the MCSS Bake Sale
was held over three days and raised a total of
$485.00 for MCSS Sports, ACT Emergency Services
and Diversity ACT.
We would like to thank the Year 9 students that
organised the MCSS Bake Sale.
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Snack time is back!!
This term the Student Wellbeing team have been meeting students in the Drop in area and providing some
fantastic snacks. Every Monday to Thursday lunchtime you can find the team making toasties, noodles
and even some fantastic slow cooked meals.
But Snack time is much more than that…
Come and meet our fantastic team and have a chat!!
Location

High School Drop-in

Time

1:20pm to 1:50pm

Day

Monday to Thursday

MCSS School Breakfast Club
MCSS provides breakfast at the High School Drop-in (located in the Student
Wellbeing area). The Wellbeing staff will be making toasted sandwiches, offering
a glass of milk or orange juice and pancake mornings with a friendly smile.
The School Breakfast Club is aimed at providing a light breakfast for students
who may otherwise arrive at school early or would like to meet our fantastic
Wellbeing Team.
Location High School Drop-in Time 8:30am to 8:50am

Menslink Counselling @ MCSS
Every Tuesday and Thursday mornings a Menslink counsellor is at
the High School Campus and providing confidential counselling
sessions.
For more information please see the HS Student Wellbeing team.
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MCSS Wellbeing Year Groups
Year 7/8
With another term coming to an end, the Year 7 and 8 Wellbeing Team would like to take this moment to
thank all parents and carers for your support and hard work in 2020.
This term has seen many Wellbeing events held at MCSS. As a team we would like to congratulate all
students involved in the Student Voice Forum and MCSS Unicorn groups. These students helped organise
and run Wear it Purple Day, R U OK Day, MCSS Bake Sale and Footy Colours fundraising events. The
leadership and community support demonstrated by these students was amazing. We encourage all
students at MCSS to look for opportunities to give back to the MCSS community.
With the start of term 4 and final assessment tasks coming up, the Year 7 and 8 Wellbeing Team would
like to remind all students and parents/carers of the following:
MCSS late submission policy: Students have five school days from the due date to submit an assessment
task with no penalty. After the one week timeframe, items can be marked for feedback but will not go
towards their semester result. Extensions (with reasonable justification) can be negotiated at least two
days prior to the due date.
Preparation for school: Please help your student to ensure they are prepared for school. This means
having a fully-charged Chromebook every day, having books and writing equipment, being on time for
school and class, and wearing the MCSS school uniform.
As always, the Year 7/8 Wellbeing Team is available to support your student and look forward to speaking
with you about any questions, comments or concerns you may have.
The Year 7/8 Wellbeing Team
Year 7 Coordinator:
Ms Ashley Jones - Ashley.Jones@ed.act.edu.au

Year 8 Coordinator:
Mr Luke Parker - Luke.Parker@ed.act.edu.au

Year 7/8 Wellbeing Executive:
Mr Matthew Colbran - Matthew.Colbran@ed.act.edu.au
Year 9 /10
It’s a busy end to term three where assessments and stress levels can start to increase. To cope with the
learning demands at this time it is even more important for students to be eating healthy, getting good
sleep and making sure they have the right balance between school work, paid work and down time.
Remember, it is ok to ask questions about assignments and seek help.
Year 10s will have exam week next term in week 5. They will complete exams for their core classes. It is
important that they put in their best effort so that they can be proud of the grades they receive on their Year
10 Certificate.
MCSS places emphasis on students achieving across three areas; academic progress, attendance and
respectful behaviour. If there are areas of concern on the mid-semester report, please make time to
contact and discuss with the class teacher.
The Year 10 Formal and graduation event on Wednesday 2 December has been cleared to go ahead in
alignment with COVID safe guidelines. Further information to come regarding time and the possibility of
parent attendance.
Recently year 9 and 10 students successfully completed their White card and asbestos training. We also
have many students participating in work experience placements. This is a great step in exploring future
pathways.
Please get in contact with year teams if you have any questions concerns.
The Year 9/10 Wellbeing Team
Year 9 Coordinator:
Ms Chapman-Smith Belinda.Chapman-Smith@ed.act.edu.au

Year 10Coordinator:
Mr Kyle Mitchell - Kyle.Mitchell@ed.act.edu.au

Year 9/10 Wellbeing Executive:
Mr Drew Southwell - Drew.Southwell@ed.act.edu.au
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Year 11
As we are in the closing weeks of term 3, this is a very busy time for students and teachers. All students
will have assessments to complete before and during the holidays. Parents and carers are welcome to
contact student services or Pastoral Care and subject teachers directly, if they have any concerns about
student progress.
Our careers department are working hard to support students to access post school study and work
options. Students should contact Annie Kennedy to organise work experience, university entry options,
alternative pathways to university as well as CIT and other tertiary study providers. Students who have
concerns about their progress or their package should make time to visit student services to support their
progress.
We are all enjoying the warmer weather and hope that everyone enjoys a relaxing and pleasant break. We
look forward to a short but strong final term for 2020. As always, it is important that home and school work
together to provide support for students. Please don’t hesitate to contact us in student services with any
queries or concerns.
Year 11 Coordinator:
Ms Barbara Drummond - Barbara.Drummond@ed.act.edu.au
Year 11/12 Wellbeing Executive
Ms Yasmin Noonan - Yasmin.Noonan@ed.act.edu.au
Year 12
It’s approaching the time where year 12 students need to plan for their post-secondary experience. This is
an exciting time but may also cause some anxiety, especially if plans are not clear for the future. One
recommendation is for students to make an appointment with the Career Advisor to help them map out a
pathway post secondary school. Student Services is also a good place for students to drop by and have a
chat about their wellbeing.
If university is a considered pathway, year 12 students are reminded that applications in Universities
Admissions Centre (UAC) need to be lodged by 30 September 2020 or a late fee will be charged.
Preferences can be added/deleted/changed after this date, most notably when students receive their
ATAR. Most institutions that participate in UAC have an Educational Access Scheme (EAS) for applicants
who have experienced long term educational disadvantage. There is also a School Recommendation
Scheme. This scheme allows the college to recommend students for tertiary study who have
demonstrated they are capable of succeeding at the tertiary level, but for a variety of reasons may not
quite meet the cut off. Please note that this does not include all universities and not all courses. Please
note the closing date for SRS is 20 September.
For term 4, many Year 12 will have the option of concentrating on just 4 lines, provided they have
sufficient points and enough majors and minors. If this is the case, parents are asked to sign off on a note
supplied by Student Services. If there are any questions regarding this, please contact
laura.defalco@ed.act.edu.au, Year 12 Coordinator . This is a key time for Year 12 students to review their
packages and ensure they are meeting all the requirements of both the ACT Senior Secondary Certificate
and, if relevant, an ATAR.
The 2020 formal has had a change of venue and will no longer take place at the Hyatt Canberra due to
Covid-19 restrictions affecting ACT colleges. All formals in the ACT will be held on site at school. MCSS
will host this year’s formal on the evening of Tuesday, December 1. More information to follow.
Year 12 Coordinator:
Ms Laura Defalco - Laura.defalco@ed.act.edu.au
Year 11/12 Wellbeing Executive
Ms Yasmin Noonan - Yasmin.Noonan@ed.act.edu.au
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