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The 2018 marks the 10
th
 anniversary of 

the amalgamation of Melba High School 
and Copland College back in 2008. I 
joined Melba Copland Secondary 
School (MCSS) as Principal in 2009 
and it has been a privilege to play my 
role supporting the staff, students and 
community.  

The 2018 MCSS you now have in 
your community is an International 
Baccalaureate school across all 
years 7 to 12. We now have a Trade 

Skill Centre offering national vocational 
certification from years 9 to 12. The 
gifted and talented Magellan Program 
extends into our five closest Primary 
Schools, as does our indigenous 
education strategy. The MCSS 
Regional Arts Program has 
established a new local tradition for 
dance, musical and dramatic 
performance that Dame Nellie Melba 
(our schoolôs namesake and one of 
modern Australiaôs most famous 
performers) would be extremely proud 
of. Just last week we commenced the 
fortnightly Thursday afternoon 
Enrichment Program, where students 
across years 7 to 10 combine in groups 
to follow their community interests. The 
MCSS you see today extending and 
engaging our students is a school 
that has grown in providing a highly 
valued breadth and quality of 

learning experience. 

The support and cooperation of our 
extended school community 
engages close to 3000 students and 
their families in the activities our 
professional educators lead. 
Throughout 2018 we will celebrate 
these achievements and continue to 
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High School Campus Enquiries:  
Conley Drive,  
Melba ACT 2615,  
Phone:   02 6142 0333  
Fax:       02 6142 0343  

Email: info@mcss.act.edu.au  

College Campus Enquiries:  
Copland Drive,  
Melba ACT 2615,  
 
College Fax:  02 6142 0315 

College (Year 11)  
Open Night  

6-8pm Tuesday 8th May 

High School (Year 7) Open 
Night  

6-8pm Tuesday 22nd May 

Principals Message - March 2018 

Melba Copland Secondary School 

Celebrating 10 Years of Success (2008-2018) 

Year 12 students, Bailey Biden, Shanmalee Teys and 
Stefany Sarkis, receive 2018 Capital Chemist 
Scholarships with Graeme Cook. 

tel:+61261420333
mailto:info@mcss.act.edu.au
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plan for the future of education in this important and 
historic region of Canberra. 

It was pleasing to see many parents and carers in 
attendance on Tuesday 27 February at the Year 7 
Meet The Teacher Evening on and the Year 11/12 
Pastoral Care and Assessment Evening. Parents 
and carers received information about students classes 
and course requirements in addition to meeting some of 
the teachers involved in their studentôs learning. 

On Thursday 22 February the Year 7-12 Swimming 
Carnival was an outstanding event. Participation was 
the order of the day, and students and staff came 
together in the house team competition, relay teams 
and the ónoveltyô events. Congratulations to the staff 
and students for their efforts to ensure the successful 
sports day.  

The Parents and Citizens (P&C) group is always 
looking for new members and the P&C AGM is on 
Wednesday 4 April (7.00pm) at the College Campus. 
If you are keen to be involved come along and 
contribute to your school community as the P&C plays 
an important advocacy role for our school. One 
important activity supported by our P&C is the School 
Uniform Second-hand Shop. If you have uniform 
items at home that no longer fit your student and are in 
reasonable condition, please drop them off to the HS 
front office. 

Mid-semester Reports will be posted home in week 
8. The reports provide feedback for the progress of 
students over the first term of study this year.  When 
they arrive I encourage you to discuss the reports at 
home and come to Parent/Teacher Interviews, 4.30-
7.00pm on Tuesday 10 April. Please add this date to 
your calendar and a reminder for online booking of 
interviews will come out soon though Sobs. 

Please consider joining the advertised Pasifika 
Community Celebration advertised for Wednesday 
22 March 5.00-7.30pm at the College Campus. This 
annual event is organised by Pasifika students with 
family cultures from nations of the Pacific Ocean and if 
you have never experienced food from an óUmuô (Fire 
Pit Oven) here is your invitation to enjoy. The event 
also allows students to fund raise for a community in 
the Pacific region who are in need. 

The Canberra Raiders attended the school on Friday 
providing a presentation to students in the Talented 

Athlete Program across both campuses. NRL players 
Sia Soliola and Elliot Whitehead shared their views 
on goal setting and meeting the many challenges 
that arise on the road to success. The presentation 
highlighted the importance of personal wellbeing and 
maintaining positive relationships. Thank you to Andrew 
Hiscocks and Misko Naumoski for coordinating this joint 
campus activity. 

On Tuesday 27 March, 6.00-7.00pm, we invite all year 
10 students and family members to the Year 10 
Information Presentation at the High Sschool. This 
annual event is a high priority for supporting students 
with their transition to Year 11 and college studies. 

In its sixth year MCSS partnership schoolôs ANZAC 
Commemoration is on the last day of term 1. 2018 will 
see Fraser Primary co-host with MCSS and partner 
with five other local primary schools. 1000 students will 
experience a special community tribute reflecting on the 
history of conflict and sacrifice that built our nation and 
gave us the freedom we enjoy today. The Belconnen 
RSL and HMAS Harman officers will be involved in 
speaking presentations and the catafalque party. 

Within this edition we promote the 
GetInvolved@MCSS program where any student can 
enrich their school experience through activities ranging 
from Makerspace, Tech-Free Gaming, various sports 
and learning to be a DJ. Parents and carers please 
check this out and encourage your student(s) to óget 
involvedô. 

The school actively encourages partnerships with 
parents and carers, understanding that they are 
significant contributors to overall student success. 
Please contact myself or staff at either school campus if 
you have any concerns or feedback ï we encourage 
your involvement and comment. 

In closing, I pass on congratulations to our three Year 
12 students, Bailey Biden, Shanmalee Teys and 
Stefany Sarkis, receive their 2018 Capital Chemist 
Scholarships presented by the Education Minister, 
Yvette Berry, at the ANU School of Medical Science on 
Thursday 1 March. 

I encourage you to take time to read the celebration 
and information articles within this newsletter. 

 
Michael Battenally Lee Pietrukowski Graeme Cook  Jesse Sidhu 

Principal Associate Principal Associate Principal Associate Principal 
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Stranger Danger Reminder 
  

Police have received multiple reports of a man who is described as 30-40 years old, with short dark hair 
and tattoos on his arms and chest, approaching students before and after school in the suburbs of 
Melba, Flynn and Fraser. As a result of these reports there is an increased police presence in and 
around these suburbs. 

The manôs vehicle has been described as small white four door sedan that possibly has black louvers on 
the rear window. 

ACT Policing are working closely with the Education Directorate asking all school communities in this 
area that this is a good time to remind everyone to help our children understand the importance of 
stranger safety and the importance of reporting any unusual approaches immediately. 

 

Police are urging anyone who may have any information that could assist police to contact Crime 
Stoppers on 1800 333 000, or via the Crime Stoppers ACT website. Please quote reference 6238953. 
Information can be provided anonymously.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H6B6PPgOC8I
https://act.crimestoppers.com.au/
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Student Services 

Student Support at MCSS is a Shared  

Responsibility ï Students, Teachers and  

Parents 
Melba Copland Secondary School has a unique structure and 
a diverse student population. The Student Services Team was 
designed to recognise that an overarching team of people is 
needed to coordinate the pastoral care needs of students and 
programs that are delivered in such a setting.  Consideration 
was also given to the fact that some students require 
additional support as they journey to adulthood.   

At MCSS the policies, structures and activities that are 
planned and implemented by the school promote student 
wellbeing in a setting which values relationships and cares for 
individual needs.   

In doing this they: 

¶ Coordinate the consideration of the studentsô personal, 
social and academic development, 

¶ Facilitate the development of good relationships between 
students and teachers, 

¶ Ensure that each student knows and is known by a 
particular teacher,  

¶ Develop effective communication between the members of 
the school community, 

¶ Involve parents and outside agencies when appropriate, 

¶ Enable someone to respond quickly and appropriately to 
student problems and to anticipate problems which may 
arise, 

¶ Strive to improve the learning of students by these means. 

Aims 

Our Student Services program aims to help students to 
develop: 

¶ A sense of enjoyment and satisfaction from learning, 

¶ An ability to communicate effectively, 

¶ A sense of personal dignity and worth, 

¶ A sense of personal and social responsibility for their 
actions and decisions, 

¶ A caring attitude towards others, 

¶ An ability to form satisfying and stable relationships, 

¶ A feeling of belonging to the wider community, 

¶ A sense of cultural identity.  

Personal Development 

Students will: 

¶ Gain the satisfaction associated with challenge and 

achievement, 

¶ Develop understanding and skills in communication and 
interpersonal relationships, 

¶ Develop realistic self-concepts, 

¶ Enhance their self-esteem, 

¶ Develop their personal values within a framework of 
broadly accepted community values, 

¶ Develop skills in decision making,  

¶ Understand their own feelings and behaviour and those of 
others, 

¶ Positively value cultural differences, 

¶ Be caring and supportive of others. 

Preventative Measures 

¶ Encourage more appropriate forms of behaviour, 

¶ Protect students from harm. 

Remedial Measures 

¶ Assist students towards full participation in the schoolôs 
educational program, 

¶ Address behavioural problems, 

¶ Cater for specific learning difficulties. 

Policies and Procedures 

¶ The school day begins at 9.00am and your child should be 
present from that time until the end of the day (3.00pm). If 
your child is late to school for one reason or another 
please provide a note of explanation at your earliest 
possible convenience. 

¶ If your child chooses to bring an electronic device to 
school, they do so at their own risk. The school WILL NOT 
accept any responsibility for lost or stolen devices / 
personal items. 

The following items are banned from school: 

¶ Scooters and skateboards, 

¶ Cigarettes and smoking paraphernalia, 

¶ Energy drinks and fizzy drinks like cola, 

¶ Chewing gum. 

Uniform 

As you are aware MCSS has a school uniform policy. All 
students should be wearing an MCSS uniform. Either a dress  
or uniform shirt with the school skirt or navy blue shorts or 
pants (shorts - no shorter than mid-thigh) 

The ACT Year 10 Certificate 

The ACT Year 10 Certificate is issued to students who have 
successfully completed an approved program of study to the 
end of year 10. Successful completion includes academic 
performance, attendance and conduct. The principal of the 
school makes the decision on the awarding of the ACT Year 
10 Certificate.  

Ms Sidhu 
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Student Services 

Team 
 

Associate Principal  Lee Pietrukowski (7-8) 

Associate Principal  Jesse Sidhu  (9-10) 

Associate Principal  Graeme Cook (11-12) 

 

Year 7 Coordinator  Zoe Rothfield 

Year 8 Coordinator  Matthew Colbran 

Year 9 Coordinator  Drew Southwell 

Year 10 Coordinator  Sally Harriden 

   

Wellbeing Executive 7-8 Matthew Colbran 

Wellbeing Executive 9-10 Adriano Di Crescenzo 

 

Year 11 Coordinator  Belinda Chapman-Smith 

Year 12 Coordinator  David Dunn 

Wellbeing Executive 11-12 Yasmin Noonan 

  

School Psychologist  Naarah Keighran 7-10 

School Psychologist  Isobel Turner 11-12 

Youth Support Worker  Glen Buttriss 

Youth Support Worker  Kagiso Ratlhagane 

     

School Nurse   Catherine Campbell 

Chaplain   Sharon Beresford 

 

Indigenous Liaison Officer Joe Chapman-Freeman 

 

Safe and Supportive Schoolôs Contact Officer   

Year 7-12   Zoe Rothfield 
 
 

Careers Team   Helen Vlandis  
    Anne Kennedy  

    Joe Barr 
    Laura Defalco    
    Leanne Beard 

   

 

 

 

 

MCSS Board and 
P&C meeting 

schedule 2018 
 

The meeting schedule for 2018 is as follows: 

Conference Room College Campus  

Board Meetings at 5.30pm  

P&C Meetings at 7pm 

Term 1 

Week 3: Wednesday 21st February 

Week 9: P&C AGM - Wednesday 4th April 7pm Start 

Term 2 

Week 3: Wednesday 16th May 

Week 7: Wednesday 13th June 

Term 3 

Week 3: Wednesday 8th August 

Week 7: Wednesday 5th September 

Term 4 

Week 3: Wednesday 31st October 

Week 6: Wednesday 21st November 

 

P&C 2017 

President:  
Debra Burnett  - debraherdit@grapevine.net.au 
Secretary:  
Melissa Lawler - mjlawler1@bigpond.com 
Treasurer:  
Heidi Jammer - heidijammer@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:debraherdit@grapevine.net.au
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Library Lovers 
Week in 2018 

 

To coincide with Valentines Day, MCSS High School 
Campus Library ran Library Lovers week. 281 students 
filled in a hearts telling us their favourite book from last 
year ï nearly doubling our 2017 numbers! 
This is a fabulous outcome that highlights the good job 
we have collectively been doing at promoting reading 
culture at MCSS. Not only is Library Lovers Week a 
fantastic way to engage students with the library and 
reading for pleasure at the start of the year, it also 
provides a great visual reference of peer 
recommendations for our students, as well as interesting 
statistics for us about which books are meaningful to our 
school community. 

Ms Jorm 
 
 

MCSS Enrichment 
Program  

 
The Enrichment Program runs every second Thursday, 
on even weeks and offers MCSS students learning 
opportunities that take them out of the normal classroom 
environment. Students have selected their activity based 
on their interests and passions. The first Enrichment 
session started in week four, Thursday 1 March. 
Students have been involved in activities such as STEM, 
Lego Construction, Walking for Enjoyment, Ultimate 
Frisbee, Aged Care, Chess and Board Games, Live Wall 
Art and Primary School Visits just to name a few. 
Students have demonstrated empathy, respect, team 
work and care while making a difference to the lives and 
environment of others. Ideas from students for semester 
2 activities are always welcomed. 
 
Ms Sage  
Executive teacher Mathematics and Enrichment   

Genetics  
 

Year 10 students are studying Genetics this term.  As 
part of their learning students made the double helix 
DNA model using various recyclable materials and play 
dough. They are following the base pair rule A -T and C -
G and ensuring the sugar and phosphate molecule go on 
the sides.  A fun lesson with lots of hands on learning 
and working cooperatively. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms Jyoti 
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Literacy News 
The Literacy Team has completed our Towre 2 testing 
and we have now started working with students in small 
groups, providing explicit Literacy Support for students 
in years 7, 8 and 9. We use both the MacqLit and 
MultiLit Reading Programs together with Totem/
Talisman phonic readers. Both MacqLit and MultiLit 
focus on developing students phonemic decoding skills 
and sight word recognition. There is a big emphasis on 
reading aloud in order to improve fluency of reading, 
expression and overall confidence.  

Students are selected to work in the Literacy Support 
groups based on Towre 2 testing results ï (a test of 
sight word recognition and phonemic decoding ability). 

We test all year groups using Towre 2 twice a year in 
order to both gauge student progress and to focus on 
identified areas of need.  

PAT Reading Comprehension, Maths and Science 
online testing was conducted early in 2018 for all year 
groups 7-10. 

Literacy Planet is up and running for 2018. English 
teachers incorporate one lesson of Literacy Planet into 
their teaching program every week.  All year 7 and 8 
students have an account which can be accessed online 
both at home and at school. We encourage students to 
continue to use this program on a regular basis. 
Teachers have found that Literacy Planet has improved 
the overall standards of our studentsô literacy skills. We 
look forward to renewing our subscriptions to Literacy 

Planet for 2018.  

It is essential that all students in years 7 and 8 pay 
$15 ASAP in order for all classes to participate in 

this program. 

Literacy Planet payment notes were handed out in 
Language and Literature classes and at the meet the 
teacher Night. Students can collect notes from their 
English teacher, Mrs Easterby or Mrs McGee.  

The Literacy Team  

 

 

 

 

Australasian Beauty 

Therapy Academy 
 
On Thursday March 1, 18 students participated in a 
beauty and make-up workshop delivered by the 
Australasian Beauty Therapy Academy. The students 
learnt about careers available to them in the beauty 
industry, and discovered that there are many facets to 
the make-up and beauty industry.  

Students learnt techniques and had the opportunity to 
use them in the workshop. These included hand 
massage and applying lipstick. All students enjoyed 
these activities. 

Thanks to Samantha and Rianna who delivered the 90 
minute workshop. All the students involved said it was of 
value and that they enjoyed it. Thanks also goes to 
Florey Pharmacy who provided prizes. 

Ms Kennedy & Ms Barr 

 

 


